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EDITORIAL. 


TuIs number will appear at the beginning of the Leeds Conference. 
Although there is no evidence that the attendance will surpass the 
record attendance registered at the Birmingham Conference, there 
is every reason to believe that the attendance at Leeds will be 
very large. The year is one of importance in the history of the 
city, for it has marked the 300th anniversary of its charter. 
We hope that some of the festival spirit will survive into the week 
of the Conference. As a contributor has suggested on another 
page, we hope that all librarians who attend will do so with the 
determination to make the Conference one of the friendliest possible 
character. It has occasionally been pointed out that as the Associa- 
tion grows older it is liable to become more stilted and formal ; 
that institutions and people become standardized and less dynamic. 
This, if it were true, would be a great pity, 
* * 

The exhibition of library appliances, books and other material 
at the Conferences is a part of the official organization. That, 
fortunately, is now recognised, especially as the exhibition is 
formally opened by the President. Nevertheless, the demands 
of the sessions and social events are usually so great that the 
delegates fail to do full justice to these exhibitions. This, of course, 
results in a loss for the exhibitors, but we are not sure that the loss 
is not even greater to ourselves. As, however, the exhibition remains 
open continuously from 9 a.m., a little effort will enable the exhibi- 
tion to be visited before, or in the interval of, the sessions. 

* * * * 


Second only in interest to the Conference of the Library 
Association is the brief Conference of the Association of Special 
Libraries and Information Bureaux, which is to be held during the 
week-end commencing Friday, September 24th, at Balliol College, 
Oxford. Some excellent papers and discussions are foreshadowed. 
We hope that a little more time will be given for discussion than 
was given at the similar Conference last year. It seems to us rather 
a pity, too, that Sunday morning and evening are occupied with 
business meetings. It would have been better, we think, to have 
commenced the Conference a day earlier, and to have left Sunday 
free for the various quieter charms of Oxford. 

* * * * 


This year, in October, at Atlantic City, our American friends 
will celebrate the jubilee of the American Library Association, 
For the first time a number of representative British librarians, 
instead of a solitary individual, will attend, headed by the President- 
Elect of the Library Association, Dr. Guppy. We feel sure that 
these will carry with them the felicitations of all British librarians. 
The achievements of the past forty years on both sides of the 
Atlantic have been enormous. Anyone who reads such a book as 
William J. Rhees’ Manual of Public Libraries, Institutions and 
Societies in the United States and British Provinces of North America, 
which Lippincott published at Philadelphia in 1859, may well 
regard American progress as astonishing. At that time the largest 
library in the whole country was the Astor Library at New York, 
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with 80,000 volumes; the Library of Congress possessed only 
50,000 volumes, and there was no other library anywhere with 
more than 40,000 volumes. As for the library profession, the 
highest salary paid was $1,900, and the average was $450. It is 
interesting to notice that in 1850, according to the United States 
Census, in all the libraries of the country there were about four- 
and.a-half million volumes. We give these figures in order to 
suggest what it has been possible to do in a country where the 
libraries have not been trammelled by ill-considered financial 
restrictions, as was the case in England. We have much to learn 
from America, and we venture to think that America has much to 
learn from England. It is impossible to read a British text-book 
without finding much appreciative mention of American libraries 
and methods. It is quite possible to read American text-books 
and, so far as they are concerned, not to know that the library 
movement exists in this country. Both countries are too isolated 
and should come much closer together. 


* * * * 


All genuine librarians rejoice in the vigour and prosperity 
of their American brethren. Their work has produced remarkable 
technique in the planning of buildings, in cataloguing, classification, 
library furniture, and in personal work with readers. We rejoice, 
too, that a few of the pioneers of the American Library Association 
still remain to lend honour to it, among them Melvil Dewey, Mr. 
Foster and Mr. Evans. 

* * * 


The large number of library reports which reach us this year 
is evidence that librarians realise the value of these documents, 
and many libraries which suspended their publication during and 
for some years after the War are issuing them again. A great 
improvement is noticeable in the construction of these reports. 
Their writers appear to believe that they have something interest- 
ing to submit to the public. They are quite justified in that belief 
and every effort should be made to make the library report a docu- 
ment which people will desire to read. Our press cuttings are ample 
evidence that journalists, for good or for ill (but mainly, we believe, 
for good), are of opinion that library matter makes acceptable news 
material. We wish, however, to plead once again with librarians 
for an invariable publication of their financial statement. It 
should be repeated that a library report should describe the stock 
of the Library, the use made of it, and the cost at which the work 
is carried out. It is no excuse to say that the borough accountant 
keeps the accounts. Any report which appears without the 
statistical figures recommended by the Library Association does 
not achieve half of its potential value. 


* * * * 

The Editorial Committee of the A.L.A. has set aside funds 
for the preparation of a text-book on cataloguing and classification 
and also one on circulation work. The books will be published 
in 1927. 
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LEEDS : 

SOME HISTORICAL AND LITERARY ASSOCIATIONS. 
By NoRMAN TRELIVING, Chief Assistant, Administration 
Department, Leeds Public Libraries. 

Tue history of Leeds before the Norman Conquest is vague and 
uncertain. The wavering finger of tradition points hither and 
thither, and it is not until we come to the eighth century that we 
find any reliable reference to the town. Then Bede, in his Eccle- 
siastical History, mentions a settlement “ in regione quae vocatur 
Loidis,’’ which is accepted as referring to Leeds. The exact meaning 
of Loidisis not known. Various explanations have been put forward 
of which the most probable is that of the late Professor Moorman, 
an authority on the place-names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, 
who regarded it as probably the genitive singular of the O.E. leod, 
a prince. Bede’s phrase “ regio Loidis”” would therefore become 
* regio Leodes,”’ meaning “‘ the district of the prince.” In Domesday 
Leodes had become Ledes, and the change thence to the modern 
form of Leeds is quite in keeping with the laws of linguistic progres- 
sion. By the time of the great survey Leeds was well within the 
limit of historical record as an agricultural village of some 1,000 
acres, cultivated by 35 farmers who owned 14 ploughs and were 
subject to a Norman overlord. It possessed a mill and a church 
and included in the parish were 10 acres of meadow land. a 

Much of the surrounding district was laid waste by the vengeful 2 
hand of the Conqueror and why Leeds escaped is not clear. 

Under the distribution of lands made by William, the district _— 
embracing Leeds fell to Ilbert de Lacey, a wealthy noble whose = 
lands stretched across the country from Lancashire to Lincoln- e 
shire and whose chief stronghold was at Pontefract. It was not 
long, however, before he let the land to Ralph Paganel, for in 1089 
we find the latter giving the advowson of the church to the Priory 
of Holy Trinity at York. 

The Paganels were a well-known Yorkshire family, and from 
this time have a close connection with the affairs of Leeds. 

At this date the town was a collection of rude dwellings whose 
inhabitants were concerned with little more than the obtaining of 
the necessities of life. They probably numbered from two to three 
hundred and their general condition was mean in the extreme. 

In 1207 Maurice Paganel, a descendant of Ralph, granted them 
their first charter, the conditions of which allowed the privileges 
of holding their houses each with half-an-acre of land, and of making 

yment in money instead of by personal service, as formerly. 
ts obligations included those of grinding corn at Paganel’s mill 
and baking in his oven. 

There was no rapid increase in the population, for the records 
of the Poll Tax taken in 1379 show that by that time it only con- 
sisted of some 50 families. 

In the Middle Ages the town was a typical product of the age. 
Its geographical position robbed it of importance and for a time 
it had no trade on which to flourish. Its people were still agricul- 
turists, living under sordid conditions, with a lack of sanitation 
which in these days can only be regarded as appalling. It is won- 
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derful to us that the disease which periodically rioted through the 
country did not work more havoc than it did, great as that was. 

Life centred in the church, whose protection afforded a freedom 
to the people without which they would have been reduced to a 
condition bordering on serfdom; for the powers of the wealthier 
classes were curious and far-reaching. The levying and collection 
of taxes were theirs, as well as the detection and punishment of 
crime, wherein they held the power of life and death. For the enforc- 
ing of their laws they employed a host of officials, and the methods 
of these men did little to endear them to the people. It was here 
that the church came to their aid, and but for its intervention their 
lot would have been far harder than it was. 

In the period of Norman rule and that which followed, Leeds 
had no active part in national affairs, though the district around 
was prominent in the affairs of the time. Bramham Moor, Borough- 
bridge, Towton and Wakefield were each the scene of considerable 
battles, but the position of Leeds, lying wide of the Great North 
Road, left it almost undisturbed. Beyond being a market town it 
had nothing to mark it off from any other hamlet until it began to 
manufacture cloth. Then it began to progress. 

A number of Flemish refugees had brought the weaving art 
into England, and, a colony of them having settled in York, their 
business began to spread through the West Riding. It is known 
definitely that there were makers of woollen cloth in Leeds in 1395, 
and during the next hundred years the trade raised Leeds to a place 
of eminence among the towns of the county. In 1395 there were 
four clothiers in the town whose output was 120 pieces of cloth 
per annum, whilst in 1469 only Halifax, Ripon and Wakefield were 
larger in this respect. 

The work of weaving was very largely in the hands of the 
ordinary people who worked in their own homes, and the profitable 
results made for considerable improvement in their general con- 
ditions. 

Leland, in his itinerary of 1533, described Leeds as follows :— 

“ Ledis, two miles lower than Christal Abbay, on Aire 
river, is a praty market, having one paroche chirche, reasonably 
well builded, and as large as Bradford, but not so quik as it.” 

The comparison would still be acceptable to the good people of 
Bradford. 

The Dissolution of the Monasteries saw the end of Kirkstall 
Abbey, whose lands passed to Archbishop Cranmer, and, after 
another change, on to the Brudenell family, some of whom were 
Earls of Cardigan, and these gave their names to many of the streets 
in the vicinity. From the Brudenell family the ruin and grounds 
were purchased in 1889 by Colonel North, who gave them to the 
town. 

Along with Kirkstall Abbey the Priory of Holy Trinity at 
York ceased to be, and the advowson of the Leeds Parish Church 
of St. Peter, which Ralph Paganel had given to the Priory, was 
bought by the parishioners in 1583. 

In 1626 the town received its first charter of incorporation, 
under Charles I. A second was granted in 1661 by Charles II., 


Tue Lisrary Wor.p. 39 


and a third by James II. in 1684. It is under the second, withdrawn 
and afterwards restored, that the city is now governed. 

The Tercentary of the granting of the First Charter was cele- 
brated in July this year, when for a week Leeds devoted itself to 
remembering the past, taking stock of the present, and planning 
for the future. 

To us, in these days, the change from the older conditions to 
those of a Municipal Borough seem most desirable, but the alteration 
did not meet with the unanimous approval of the citizens. 

“Many hundreds of people desired a stay of corporation 
lately procured by some of the ablest men of Leeds for their 
own ends, in the name of the whole town, without the consent 
of the greatest number, and to their prejudice; and they 
requested a reference to Sir Thomas Wentworth and others 
to examine the conveniency of the grant and to certify His 

Majesty thereof.” 

Notwithstanding this protest the provisions of the charter 
remained unaltered. 

Thus Leeds became a Municipal Borough with its government 
vested in one Alderman, nine Principal Burgesses, and Twenty 
Assistants. Sir John Savile was chosen first Alderman and it is 
from his arms that the owls in the Leeds coat of arms are derived. 

The Civil War touched Leeds as it rolled across the county, its 
most particular point of contact being its occupation by Sir William 
Savile, and his enforced evacuation by Fairfax, who attacked the 
town simultaneously from Hunslet and Woodhouse Moor ; though 
when Charles had surrendered to the Scots he spent a night in the 
Red Hall in Upperhead Row as their prisoner. The Hall is now in 
the occupation of a firm of drapers and visitors to the café there 
are able to view the interior of this interesting old building which 
once sheltered a royal captive. 

The town had its share in the unsettled times which followed 
the war and the suburb of Chapeltown was the scene of an execu- 
tion of three persons who took part in an abortive conspiracy against 
the government, known as the Farnley House Plot. Their heads 
were set up on the Moot Hall, at that time standing in Mid-Briggate. 

In the plague which followed the war it is said that in Leeds 
1,300 persons perished; and tradition has it that several birds 
dropped dead as the result of the effluvia which assailed them in 
their flight across the town. 

In 1684 the town was deprived of its charter for its anti-royalist 
part in the war. Indeed, disaffection was prevalent for some years 
as may be seen from the fact that as late as 1717 the Corporation 
were described as being “ Jacobite toa man ”’ ; but with the fall of 
the Stuarts disloyalty died, and Leeds since then has been second 
to none in its allegiance to the Crown. 

About the same time religious affairs in the town underwent 
considerable change. The Puritan ministers who had been strong 
under the Commonwealth were turned out, but the Presbyterians 
were allowed to establish themselves in a chapel at Mill Hill, though 
only for a short time, and it was not until the Toleration Act of 
1689 that Nonconformity again raised its head. The Independents 
were the first to gain a footing and were followed by the Quakers ; 
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the Wesleyans and Baptists succeeding them in the latter half of the 
eighteenth century. 

As illustrating the growth of the town the increase of the 
population is interesting. At the time of the Domesday Survey 
it was not more than 300. Reckoned by the Poll Tax returns in 
1379 it numbered 50 families “‘ exclusive of clergy and notorious 
mendicants.”’ In the time of Charles II. by Macaulay’s estimate 
it was 6,000; whilst in 1801, the year of the first census, it had 
increased to 53,000. Since then its growth has been steady to the 
last census (1921) when it was 458,232. 

Modern Leeds is the product of its industries whose rise has 
brought the city into prominence as the fifth in the Kingdom. 
Whereas in olden times its geographical position sheltered Leeds 
by keeping it apart from the lines of activity, it is to that position 
that the modern city owes much of its success. Situated about the 
centre of the national railway system, and standing on a canal 
which gives it easy access to both the east and west coasts, it enjoys 
facilities for transport which have proved invaluable. Its closeness 
to the great coal and iron fields has also been a very influential 
factor in establishing its prosperity. 

The main and characteristic product of the city is woollen 
materials, a trade which in the past raised the White and Coloured 
Cloth Halls, now disused or demolished through changed methods 
of business. The manufacture of ready-made clothing is extensive 
and gives employment to many thousands both in the great factories 
and in the small workshops to which work is put out. As a centre 
of leather manufacture Leeds is also important, the trade being one 
of the largest in England, and a considerable number of boots and 
shoes are made. 

Large as the woollen trade is it is run very close in extent by 
the manufacture of iron, which includes both the casting of metal 
and the production of various kinds of machinery from it. These 
include locomotives, steam ploughs, steam wagons, rails, tools, etc. 
There are many other industries represented in varying degrees, 
among which it is interesting to note the revived manufacture of 
pottery. Time was when Leeds ware was much sought after, but 
its production lapsed about the end of the eighteenth century and 
specimens are now considerably valued by collectors. 

It has often been asked: What connection has Leeds with 
literature ? The question is generally put by a sceptical outsider 
to whom the city is nothing more than a large industrial centre 
where, as many of its people will tell you, they ‘“‘ mek brass.” 

A more intimate knowledge, however, reveals a record which 
cannot be ignored and a close connection with many famous 
names. Prominent among them is that of Alfred Austin, who was 
born at Headingley, a residential suburb, where he lived for twenty 
years. So, too, Fairfax, the translator of Tasso’s ‘‘ Jerusalem 
Delivered,’’ Herbert Knowles, the author of “‘ The Three Taber- 
nacles,””’ and W. B. Rhodes, who wrote ‘ Bombastes Furioso,” 
belonged to the city or its immediate neighbourhood. 

Many distinguished names also have adorned the local press, 
including those of Alaric A. Watts, who edited the Leeds Intelligencer, 
predecessor of the Yorkshire Post ; Samuel Smiles, who acted in 


Books forLibraries 


Librarians should see our Juvenile, Popular Science, and Educational Lists 


POST FREE 


SCIENCE AND SCIENTISTS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 
By Ropert H. Murray, Litt.D. With Preface by Sir Otiver Lovee, F.R.S., Cloth 


boards . 6d. net 
The Spectator says: “ It is spirited and amusing, and deals fairly with the strength and 


the weakness of scientists. 
THE CATHEDRAL CHURCHES OF ENGLAND 
By A. Hami_ton Tuompson, M.A., Hon. D.Litt (Durham), F.S.A. With copious illustrations. 
(The Historic Monuments of England Series.) 8s. 6d. net 
PARISH GHURGH ARCHITECTURE 
By E. Tyrrett-Green. (The Historic Monuments of England Series, edited by A. Hamitton 
Tuomrson.) With 64 illustrations and a map. 8s. 6d. net 


SUNDIALS. Incised Dials or Mass-Clocks. 
A Study of the Time-Markers of Medieval Churches, containing Descriptions, Photographs, 
Diagrams, and Analysis of Dials, chiefly in Hampshire, but also id various other Counties. 
By Artuur Ropert Green, M.R.C.S.England, L.R.C.P.London. With about sixty illus- 
trations and diagrams. 10s. 6d. net 


MOUNTAIN AND MOORLAND 


By Proressor J. Antaur Tuomson, M.A., LL.D. 5s, net 
RIVERS AND LAKES 
The Story of their Development. By Martin A. C. Hinton 6s. net 


BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS 
By W. F. Kresy, F.L.S., F.£.S. With coloured plates showing about 300 epocimens, and 


ae illustrations. 6d. net 
THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


By J. Srvart Tuomson, M.Sc., Senior Lecturer Victoria University, Manchester. With 
illustrations. 7s. 6d, net 


School Nature Study says: “ It is accurate, clear and interesting.” 

A VOYAGE IN SPACE 

Royal Institution Lectures. By H. H. Turner, D.Sc., D.C.L., F.R.S., Savilian Pro fessor 

Astronomy, Oxford. Second Edition, enlarged. With over 130 illustrations. 7s. 64, net 
Nature says: “ We cordially recommend the book 


EVERYONE'S BOOK OF THE WEATHER 
By A. Francon Wittrams, F.R.S.G.S. With diagrams and charts. Helpful to Scouts and 
Guides, and to any for whom observation of the weather is important. 2s. 6d. net 
A POPULAR GEOLOGY 


By Wiiuram Pratt, one of the Lecturers attached to the Selborne Society. With 
diagrams 2s. 6d. net 


School Nature Study says: ‘‘ The wonders of the subject are explained very simply.” 


THE NATURE WORLD OF LONDON. 1, Trees and Plants 
By Watrer Jounson, F.G.S. With illustrations. 3s. net 
The Weekly W estminster says: “‘ Here is a book to make a Londoner proud.” 


GLAY AND WHAT WE GET FROM IT 
By Atrrep B. Searce. With many illustrations. 3s. 6d. net 
The Teacher's World says: “An interesting book describing clay from all points of view."’ 


SURVEYING FOR EVERYONE 
By A. Francon WitttaMs, F.R.S.G.S. With and 3s. 6d. net 
The Times Literary Supplement says: “. have a ready sale and 
many grateful readers.” 
CHATS ON BRITISH MAMMALS 
Ungulates, Carnivores and Insectivores By J. J. Simpson, M.A., D.Sc., Keeper of Zoology, 
National Museum of Wales, Cardiff. With illustrations. s 2s. 6d. net 
The Aberdeen Press says: “ It is a pl to d this little book.” 


MORE CHATS ON BRITISH MAMMALS 
Rodents and Bats. By J. J. Simpson, M.A., D.Sc. With illustrations. 2s. 6d, net 


The Sheldon Press, Northumberland Avenue, London, W.0.2 


3) 
45 
| 
a 


42 Tue Lisrary Wor.p. 


the same capacity for the Leeds Times ; Sir Wemyss Reid, the 
late J. S. R. Phillips and A. H. Mann, each of whom in turn con- 
trolled the editorial side of the Yorkshire Post. The late Alfred 
Turner, whilst occupying the chair at the Yorkshire Evening Post, 
also wrote several volumes of verse and essays of more than average 
merit. 

Religion in its turn has contributed some distinguished names, 
prominent among which are those of Dean Hook and Joseph 
Priestley. The former is recollected, too, by the Church of All Souls, 
also known as the Hook Memorial Church. 

Priestley, who occupied the pulpit at Mill Hill Unitarian 
Church for many years, was a native of Birstall, and in addition to 
the Priestley Hall, adjoining the Church, a statue in City Square 
serves to keep his memory before the citizens. The Leeds (Sub- 
scription) Library, in Commercial Street, was founded by him, and 
his efforts were prominent in the founding of the Philosophical and 
Literary Society, 

In later years literary activity in the city has received a stimulus 
from the University, where the work of Sir Michael Sadler will long 
be felt. The late Professors Vaughan and Moorman were indefati- 
gable in their efforts to increase the love of literature ; and thelatter 
by his work on the Yorkshire dialect and dialect literature made 
great advances in the knowledge of these subjects. Abercrombie, 
Grant, Strong, Cohen, and Hamilton Thompson, too, are names 
which appear on the title-pages of several outstanding contribu- 
tions to the literatures of their several departments. 

Many Army men will look back with pleasure and gratitude to 
the days when they were associated with ‘“‘ Woodbine Willie,” other- 
wise the Rev. G. A. Studdert-Kennedy, who claims Leeds as his 
birthplace and the scene of his early work. Another author of 
unusual ability is Dorothy Una Ratcliffe, whose poetry exudes the 
fragrance of the wide open places of what its natives are always 
pleased to call ‘‘ The County of Broad Acres.” 

It is also worthy of note that during their residence of several 
years in Leeds, Holbrook Jackson and A. R. Orageexerted consider- 
able influence in local literary circles. 


GLEANINGS FROM YORKSHIRE LIBRARIES. 
By J. P. Lams, Deputy Chief Librarian, City of Sheffield Public 
Libraries. 

YORKSHIRE, the only county in the British Isles with four library 
systems recording issues over the million mark, did not adopt the 
Libraries Acts with any compelling degree of enthusiasm. Sheffield, 
which established a library in 1855, was well in the van, a fact 
which makes that city’s subsequent fall from grace in the matter 
of public libraries the more surprising. Doncaster followed 14 years 
later, and Leeds, usually enterprising, took third place in 1870. 
Vigorous Bradford, socially the most advanced of Yorkshire cities, 
remained unconvinced of the value of public libraries until 1872, 
and amongst the larger towns Halifax (1882), Hull (1892) and 

Huddersfield (1898) followed. 
Yorkshire libraries suffer perhaps less than those of other 
counties from the slow absorption of ideas characteristic of British 
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libraries. There are some library centres which show praiseworthy 
efforts to create new values, to break away from the depressing 
rigidity of library thought in this country. We may deplore the 
comparative rarity of individual effort, the absence of bold advances 
in the library field, but Yorkshire can at least claim a reasonable 
share in whatever credit may be attached to the progress of librarian- 
ship in this country. 

Leeds (pop. 470,000) occupies the proud position of being the 
largest public library system in Yorkshire. It has identified itself 
with all modern library movements, and is amongst the pioneers of 
library work for children in the appointment of a “ story teller.” 
It is in library work with children that Leeds has made particular 
progress. The libraries make a feature of “ Talks” to children 
in all the district libraries in co-operation with the schools ; it is, 
in fact, a tribute to the wise leadership of the Leeds libraries that 
so intimate relations between the staffs of the libraries and the 
schools exist. At these “ Talks ”’ illustrations of the subjects dealt 
with are displayed, and special reading lists are compiled for the 
guidance of the children. The Young People’s Rooms are also 
used for ‘‘ Silent Reading Lessons ’’ by school classes in the charge 
of teachers. These lessons serve a dual purpose, for the libraries 
take advantage of the presence of the children to explain the use of 
the libraries in an informal way. A reference collection of some 
15,000 prints is loaned to schools for illustrating lessons. 

The Commercial and Technical Library of Leeds has realised 
the value of extensive indexing of up-to-date commercial matter 
—a practice carried to a high pitch of efficiency in the Liverpool 
Commercial Library—and has compiled a classified index of Leeds 
trades, giving a complete list of the firms in the city, their specialities, 
and their products. This Index includes addresses, codes used, 
telegraphic addresses, trade names, branches, and agencies. Its 
value lies in the elaboration of details not to be found in the direc- 
tories, making it an exhaustive guide to the resources of Leeds to 
buyers. 

Sheffield (525,000), the largest town in Yorkshire, and recently 
a devastated area in the library sense, has in the last five years 
undertaken a library reorganisation so complete as almost to 
result in the creation of a new system of libraries. It is now second 
only to Leeds in total output, and with an advantage in popula- 
tion hopes soon to outstrip its friendly rival. Sheffield is completely 
refitting, re-stocking and administering on open access lines one 
library each year. Its special activities include persistent and 
extensive publicity efforts, close co-operation with the Education 
Authority in dovetailing the work of the libraries with that of the 
schools, and intensive lending library work. The Commercial 
and Technical Department contains one of the most extensive 
collections of books on Iron and Steel and Metallurgy in the country, 
and the libraries make a feature of work with technical and trade 
societies in the city by the issue and free distribution of special 
technical catalogues through employers, societies, technical classes 
and the University. 

The Public Libraries of Hull (297,000), one of the four “ million 
issues’ systems of Yorkshire, include amongst their activities the 
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establishment of an ambitious scheme of school libraries in ele- 
mentary schools, the cost of which is borne by the libraries. It is 
one of the few libraries that find a home bindery an economic propo- 
sition. Somewhat unusual features of librarianship to be found in 
the Hull system are the supply of discarded books to ships for the 
use of crews and the loan of collections of books from general stock 
to works and clubs. The central and six branch libraries of Hull 
are well-housed and equipped and efficiently administered. How 
different would be the status of librarianship could all British 
libraries claim as much ! 

Bradford (286,000) shares with its sister city, Sheffield, the 
handicap of inadequate Central Library buildings. It participates 
in the usual activities of the libraries of the larger towns, and of 
late years has followed the growing number of libraries adopting 
American ideas of library work with children, including the appoint- 
ment of a “ story teller’ and school visits. The conversion of the 
libraries to open-access is in progress. 

A feature of the library administration at Halifax (100,000) 
is its close co-operation with the Education Committee. A large 
scheme of juvenile libraries in the schools, financed by the Educa- 
tion Committee and administered by the library staff, possesses 
features not perhaps found elsewhere. Another co-operative effort 
is the production of a school newspaper, edited by the librarian, 
and published at the expense of the Education Committee for use 
in the primary schools. All educational literature is paid for by the 
Education Committee and housed at, and circulated from, the 
library. 

Of interest to book collectors are the several examples of fore- 
edge decorated bindings by Edwards in the Central Library. 

A new branch library, suggested by American plans for very 
small libraries, is nearing completion and is of some interest as 
representing an attempt to provide an economical service on lines 
perhaps not hitherto attempted in this country. 

Middlesbrough (131,000) possesses one of the few fine library 
buildings to be found in Yorkshire. The Reference Library contains 
some rare editions, including several Elzivirs and some rare Bibles. 
The Central Library includes a separate Commercial Department 
which specialises in the iron and steel industries. The Libraries 
keep in close touch with the Technical Institute and local industries 
in attempts to extend the use of technical literature. 

In addition to the usual library facilities, Huddersfield (110,000) 
Public Library has made a new venture in the formation of a separate 
Music Library, housed apart from the Lending Library. This 
music library contains a selection of scores unusually extensive 
for a comparatively small town, and is administered on generous 
lines, with wide borrowing powers to the representatives of music 
societies, conductors of orchestras, etc. Huddersfield, in common 
with most textile towns, also stocks a complete set of books on the 
textile industry. The recent acquisition of a private collection of 
volumes, printed and in MS., on cricket, gives the Huddersfield 
Library a perhaps unique position in the “ special feature ” class. 

The Gordian knot of Rotherham (68,000) Library’s troubles 
was cut by a remarkably opportune fire, which destroyed the already 
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condemned Central Library but which failed lamentably to con- 
tinue its excellent stimulus to library reorganisation by not spreading 
to the neighbouring town of Sheffield. Although faced with the 
task of creating a new library from the debris of the old, the new 
Chief Librarian has found time to undertake co-operative library 
work with welfare and other institutions during the mining dispute ; 
to function a workable children’s library in conjunction with a small 
school library system ; and to organise an open access library in 
the temporary structure now housing the Central Library—a remark- 
able achievement under difficult conditions. 

The Public Libraries of Doncaster (54,000) have the distinction 
of being the second town libraries to be established in the county ; 
and the rarer virtue of being housed in a building erected by public 
subscription, a gracious token of a library enthusiasm of more 
spacious days. The central and four branches of this rapidly 
growing town, while they do not call for comment in special 
activities, maintain a library service that has kept well abreast of 
modern developments. 

Harrogate (38,000), with its central and two branch libraries, 
contains the usual departments, and has special collections of 
books for teachers and books on medicinal waters, the production 
of water with a “ bite’ in it being the town’s local industry. An 
interesting feature of the work of this library is the organisation 
of a series of “ Trade Talks” to children of school-leaving age 
in elementary schools. These talks consist of a description of the 
character of the work in each trade, wages paid, prospects of 
employment, and facilities in the town for instruction, andare given 
by practical men. Exhibitions of tools, materials, etc., peculiar to 
each trade accompany the talk, and the library side is introduced 
by the display of books on the subject. This effort has been pro- 
ductive of excellent results and is certainly a useful and original 
extension of library activity. 


HENRY GUPPY: AN APPRECIATION. 
By GEorFrREY R. Axon. 
LIBRARIANS and Assistants all over the kingdom, but especially 
in the Lancashire area, without a doubt will be pleased with the 
Library Association in their selection of Mr. Henry Guppy, M.A., 
D.Ph. et Litt., the Librarian of the John Rylands Library, Man- 
chester, to be its President for the coming year. 

Dr. Guppy has long been famous for his learning in the biblio- 
graphical world, and now he has been awarded the highest honour 
that his fellow librarians can offer him, and we all know that he 
will fill the post with great distinction and honour. 

It gives the present writer, as one of the younger generation, 
great pleasure to pen a few words of appreciation. He recalls the 
days of the library classes in the Manchester School, now College, 
of Technology, where for many years Dr. Guppy endeavoured to 
instil into the young librarian a love for the profession and a desire 
to be of the greatest assistance to the users of our great libraries. 
Where are they all now of those far-off days? Many have reached 
the librarian’s chair, a few are holding less responsible positions, 
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still a few, very few, have left the service, and some have fallen 
whilst serving their King and Country during the Great War. 

Closely connected with these classes were the Summer Schools 
held, many years ago, under the auspices of the North-Western 
branch of the Library Association, and here again, among the 
younger librarians Dr. Guppy was always at his best. He had, and 
still has, the knowledge and ever ready to impart that knowledge 
to any and all of the seriously inclined. 

Dr. Guppy is a most hospitable man, and many are the times 
that the writer has enjoyed his generosity, especially when in the 
company of his fellow assistants he has been shown a few of the 
wonderful treasures contained in the world-famous John Rylands 
Library. The Manchester and District Library Fellowship, of 
which Dr. Guppy was its first President and is still an honoured 
Vice-President, has every cause to be grateful to him, and so has 
the Association of Assistant Librarians, just to mention two associa- 
tions whose principal object is the enlightenment of the assistant. 
Both these associations, and no doubt many others, have been 
regaled with specially prepared exhibitions of treasures that must 
have entailed considerable work to Dr. Guppy, work which we all 
appreciate the more because we know him to be extremely busy, 
and yet not too busy to spare time to make our meeting a great 
success. 

No appreciation of Dr. Guppy would be complete without 
reference being made to Louvain. It is well known that the Uni- 
versity Library at Louvain, with its valuable collection of books 
and manuscripts, was ruthlessly destroyed by the Germans in 
August, 1914, but it is not so widely known of the part played by 
Dr. Guppy in the replenishing and the making good the ruin wrought 
by the war. It was Dr. Guppy who first proposed that we in 
England could best help our stricken ally by making an effort to 
replace, so far as possible, the books she had lost. That was in 
April, 1915. By the end of 1919 no fewer than 49,000 volumes had 
been presented to the authorities at Louvain, and even since that 
date a further 6,000 have found their way to Louvain—55,000 
volumes! A notable achievement. 

It is difficult to write about Dr. Guppy without mentioning the 
John Rylands Library, for Dr. Guppy is Rylands. 

To Mrs. John Rylands, who erected, equipped, and liberally 
endowed the Library as a memorial to her late husband, whose 
name it perpetuates, all England, nay, the whole civilized world, 
owes a debt of gratitude. It was due to her foresight that Earl 
Spencer’s famous Althorp Library passed into her possession and 
thus saved a priceless collection passing beyond the seas, as many 
similar ones have done since. . 

The Althorp Library is, however, only one collection housed in 
Rylands. There are others, but space will only permit of but the 
briefest of notes to a few of them. Among the most notable are 
3,000 early printed books, including many block-books, and works 
from the presses at Mainz, Strassburg, Bamberg, Subiaco, Venice, 
Basle and practically every other press that had ever printed a book. 
There are sixty Caxtons in the Library, of which thirty-six are 
perfect and four are only known copies. There are nearly 800 
volumes from the Aldine Press. 
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“ The book is quite the best ‘ guide’ that has 
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— Apollo, 
Be autifully illustrated with 30 full-page 
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A GUIDE TO STORY TELLING 


By Arruur Burrecet, M.A. 
A collection of excellent stories, with an 
introductory chapter on how to tell them. 
“Mr. Burrell has performed his task well, and 
his book should be of special value to teachers, 
preachers and speakers.""— Public Opinion. 
350 pp. illustrated by J. Littlejohns, 
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Cloth. 80 pp 2s, 6d. net 
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illustrations by J. Littlejohns, R.B.A. 3s, net 
Britons, Romans and Phoenicians of old are 
to be met with in this story as real people— 
heroes and heroines, villains and_ villainesses, 
The stories themselves will grip the interest of 
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to keep her background historically accurate, 
so that a good deal of social history will be 
absorbed sub-consciously by the readers. 
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Paper.—‘ The Importance of Public Libraries paying 
attention to the provision of books dealing with 
Antiquarian and Archaeological Subjects,”” by A. 
Hamilton Thompson, M.A., D.Litt., F.S.A., Pro- 
fessor of Mediaeval History in the University of 
Leeds. 
3 p.m.—RECEPTION by the Council and Senate of the Univer- 
sity of Leeds, at the University, University Road. 
6 p.m.—MEETING of the New Council of the Library Association. 
8.30 p.m.—ANNUAL BusINEss MEETING. 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH. 
10 a.m.—PaperR.—“ The Place of the National Home Reading 
Union in the Public Library System,” by E. A. 
Baker, M.A., D.Litt., Director of Library School, 
University College, London. 
Paper.—-“‘ The Reader from the Librarian's Point of 
View,” by J. W. Singleton, Public Library, 
Accrington. 
Paper.—‘‘ The Relation of the Public Library and 
the Art Gallery,”’ by S. C. Kaines Smith, M.B.E., 
M.A., F.S.A., Director of the City Art Gallery, Leeds. 
2.30 p.m.—CounTy LIBRARY SESSION. 
PAPER.—" The Future of County Libraries,”’ by J. D. 
Cowley, County Librarian of Lancashire. 
4 p.m.—Visit to Temple Newsam Mansion and Park. 
7.45 p.m.—-Annual Dinner of the Association. 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH. 
Excursion to York, Ripon, Fountain’s Abbey and 
Harrogate. 


IMPRESSIONS OF FORMER CONFERENCES 
AND SUGGESTIONS FOR THE FUTURE. 
By Epwarp GreEN, Chief Librarian, Halifax. 
In these days of high intellectual endeavour all that goes to the 
provision of an adequate library service is of supreme importance. 
Among the many factors must be counted the various meetings 
of library workers and others who are interested in the library 
movement. Of these meetings the official annual conference is, 
or should be, supreme. At any rate, it is the one meeting of the 
year that gathers together many who would otherwise never 
rub shoulders with their colleagues, or gain the inspiration necessary 
to the development of their work. With a pretty full knowledge 
of what has been, and is being, done in the conduct of these meet- 
ings it seems worth while to review occasionally past effort in the 
interests of the future. Although the programmes of the meetings 
hitherto have been fairly varied, often in fact bristling with debat- 
able topics, occasionally the programmes have been thin and unin- 
teresting. Even so, in the right atmosphere, and properly handled, 
these thin programmes often contained much food for discussion. 
But it is common knowledge that the chief value of the annual 
meeting is to be found on its unofficial side, in those informal con- 
versations at social and other functions where delegates come into 
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closer personal contact than is possible elsewhere. Perhaps the 
chief difficulty is that the Conference is too unwieldly, too big a 
gathering, to allow of catholic discussion; the result being that 
after a few speakers have delighted or bored the assembly, little 
if any ice has been cut, and the debate has ended somewhat abruptly. 
The important element of atmosphere, usually too academic and 
formal, is another negative factor, with the result that only the 
readiest speakers are ever heard. This is a pity, and it contrasts 
badly with the deliberations of other organisations. In the reports 
of the County Library Conferences, for example, it is refreshing 
to note the full and free discussion ; whilst the same can be said 
in respect of the highly successful joint meetings of branches held 
in recent years. In the latter the meetings are of course much 
smaller, numbering some sixty or seventy members, but it is 
noticeable that there is a greater keenness and general disposition 
to take part in debate, for which ample facilities are allowed. 

What, then, should be done to make the annual meetings 
brighter and more effective? One thing in particular is necessary 
and that is to encourage a more general discussion, the rationing 
of each speaker to three minutes and so bring more opinions to 
bear upon the topics before the meeting. It might, probably would, 
mean less polished speech, but the gain would be in the larger body 
of practical evidence submitted. New ideas and the solution of 
problems crop up in the most unexpected quarters, and facilities 
for making them more known is very necessary. Yet another 
avenue of advance would be a greater cultivation of the unofficial 
element : chairmen and members of library committees. In this 
connection it is to be hoped that advantage will be taken of the 
proposed session for the discussion of library affairs from the com- 
mitteeman’s point of view. The lessened interest and action of 
the unofficial member in recent years is to be deplored, and every 
effort should be made to recapture it. It has to be remembered 
that the Library Association is something more than an association 
of professional workers, and that the active interest and support 
of members of town councils and others is essential to its well- 
being. 

To remedy to some extent the unwieldliness of the Conference 
the question of parallel sessions has been discussed, and possibly 
this change will be introduced experimentally at the Leeds meeting. 
Such procedure will probably be found to have points in its favour, 
although there are obviously points against it. Under parallel 
sessions it may happen that one wishes to be present and hear 
several papers which, unfortunately, are being taken at as many 
sessions all of which are being held concurrently. In such case a 
choice must be exercised, though the difficulty may not be so 
serious in practice as at first sight appears. He is a very devoted 
member indeed who, under present arrangements, attends all 
sessions and listens to every paper and the discussion on it. 

Another useful revival is presented by the round-table con- 
ference, conducted on the most informal lines and calculated to 
attract even the shyest speakers who, in spite of that quality or 
defect, may usefully contribute occasionally some new idea that 
otherwise might never be heard of. Yet another important con- 
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sideration is the arrangement of a well-balanced programme, with 
the inclusion of a due number of current problems in library practice. 
These are numerous enough at the moment and include the increas- 
ing difficulties associated with the selection of current fiction, so 
much of which is clever, but often unsuitable for general circulation. 
This one matter cries for attention, though perhaps not for public 
discussion ; but it would not be difficult to deal with the matter 
with the Press not in attendance for the time being. Again, in 
public library extension a very decided urge is necessary in respect 
of those backward and neglected areas which are too numerous to 
be regarded with equanimity. A round-table conference, or a 
session devoted to them might be productive of good, and every 
branch secretary could contribute information of quite important 
districts which have consistently neglected or refused to provide a 
public library service. The discussion of such cases by a Library 
Association Conference might remove some of the educational 
shortcomings now apparent. 

Perhaps the chief need of the moment, however, is the demo- 
cratisation of the Conference. For too long it has been out of tune 
with present-day thought and activity. 


THE LIGHTER SIDE OF THE CONFERENCE. 
I ALWAYS attend Conferences. They are good, I am credibly 
informed, for my professional advancement ; they keep me current 
upon matters of library opinion; they allow me an opportunity 
of learning what those far-away beings, the Oligarchs, or, indeed, 
Olympians, of the profession are thinking about things. They may 
even end in resolutions, although I have never yet understood 
what a resolution is or why it is adopted—especially at Library 
Association Conferences—except as a public means of committing 
to oblivion any subject that, left uncommitted, might irritate the 
mind of anyone. Reverting to those Olympians, have you not, 
O, Average Reader, wondered with bated breath at the probable 
internal structure of those mighty minds who are always discovering 
New IbEAs and propounding them ? In my own usually inarticulate 
seclusion I often wonder by what urge of what complex these men 
differ so radically from insignificant me. But I wander from the 
thought that inspired me to write these lines. 

Is a Conference really worth while ? 

Shall I be ungrateful when I am about to go to one, and dis- 
count it and my own good sense in going ? Perish the insinuation. 
It is worth while, because—because—well, there’s the rub. Is it 
because I shall hear a cultured and inspiring Presidential address, 
although I shall assuredly appreciate that; or hear a few dis- 
tinguished librarians pouring their prepared eloquence upon my 
ears, and shall sit with folded arms and murmur, “ He wrote that 
for me"’? I trow not. Or will it be because of the sessions of 
discussion ? Not so, because for the past eight or. nine years we 
have never had such a thing. Who discusses things at the average 
meeting of the Library Association ? No one. There will of course 
be speakers. Before I go to Leeds I can write down the names of 
the men who will speak in the meetings with almost legal exactitude. 
They are a race apart—the ARTICULATE, the speakers, the men 
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to whom silence is as awful as was “a dreary region in Libya, by 
the borders of the river Zaire ’’—they must speak ; they can endure 
no silence except that of their listeners. I am not grumbling ; if 
all were as voluble as I am there could be no conference at all, 
only Quakers’ meetings without the sudden prayers and exhortations 
to break the stillness. 

Why, then, do I go to the Conference ? 

To meet Brown, Jones, Robinson, Wilkinson and Jackson, 
who, like myself, emerge for nearly a week annually from their 
local library recesses into the common light of a common hotel at 
the Conference. I am silent in meetings, but in the lounge, over the 
pipe of conversation, I am at home with my peers, even if I am a 
little uncomfortable when I am ¢éte-a-téte with the occasional 
Olympian who drops in, fixes me with his eye, and says: ‘ Well, 
Smith, what new work have you done at Wheredyercallit lately ? ’’ 
which I know is his prelude to telling me that he has opened a new 
branch, converted two old ones, thrilled the local Rotary Club 
into bibliographical activity, and increased his issues by umpteen 
thousand. But he soon wearies of me, and I thaw quickly in the 
light of the cheerful countenances of my fellows in general, who are— 
like myself, I fain would think—good chaps, and in spite of their 
jokes and light banter, kindly and earnest folk. Talking of their 
light spirits, can one wonder that they take this oppertunity to 
relax ? Consider the gravity of the daily round of the average 
librarian in a small or moderate country market town, or—worse 
still—cathedral town. Let us rejoice in his momentary freedom. 

It is here then that I find full justification for the Conference. 
Dry-as-dust may exclaim that if I have no higher view I ought 
not to waste the money of my employers by attending. That, | am 
convinced, is a pernicious fallacy. In the lounge, or around the 
small table, we bring to the surface our problems, hopes and 
difficulties and submit them to the friendly inspection of experienced 
minds. Our tangles are not all unravelled for us, but there is hardly 
a task in our life that someone else had not already faced and 
learned from; and in the circumstances I have described we 
exchange counsel readily. I have sometimes invited a brother 
librarian to lunch and although I have had no other than a clubable 
intention it has been amongst my best investments. So I want 
to plead for a closely-knit social life of the simplest character at 
the Leeds gathering. 

And as to the official programme. 

Can we not have round-table conferences at the same time 
as the bigger meetings are in session? At Birmingham I read 
there were 470 persons in attendance, and although I suppose 
this is a small gathering compared with what the American Library 
Association can do with its nearly 10,000 members, it is still far too 
large for any effective conferencing. I may not want to hear about 
Manuscripts, Archaeology or Museums, but I may have a warm 
desire to discuss estimates, book-purchase, my catalogue, library 
bulletins, work with children, salaries, hours of opening, thefts 
from open shelves, and a multiplicity of other living matters. Why 
does my Association give me no help in these ? I shall be told that 
what is done successfully everywhere else is quite impossible here, 
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and being a modest, timid person I shall have to accept the state- 
ment although it is merely untrue Perhaps there is something 
of the sort in contemplation, only I have not heard of it. But I 
do affirm that apart from the Presidential Address there is rarely a 
paper read that requires or deserves an attendance of nearly 500 
people. It may have its own audience, and if good enough will 
assuredly get it, but contemporary opportunities for round-table 
discussion are an imperative need in our Annual Meetings. 
A PROVINCIAL LIBRARIAN. 


MODERN LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION 
SOME SUGGESTIONS TOWARDS A RESTATEMENT OF 
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES. 

By W. C. Berwick Sayers. (Continued). 

IV._-THE LIBRARY INTERIOR. 

The inside of a library building is the librarian’s showroom, 
workshop and store. Do not mislike the definition ; it is quite a 
fine one. It expresses our needs much better than a high-faluting 
one about the sacred repositories of knowledge and dispensaries of 
the soul—although I should be the last person to say that a library 
ought not to be these as well. The average librarian, however, is 
a supplier of the right book to the right person at the right time, and 
I can think of no better definition of his business. His library 
must be designed to further that business in every possible way. 
Only a half-dozen libraries in any country have the duty, or the 
right, to preserve books; we are in general not conservators but 
exploiters, and are only concerned that books shall be cared for 
so far as is compatible with their fullest use. This is hard for many 
book-lovers, and there are many of us who are such, who are 
loth to see a fair book bethumbed into gradual disintegration and 
ruin; but books are for use, and we may comfort ourselves with 
the fact that only a few books of any age have any special importance 
for succeeding ages, although many may be of the utmost importance 
for their own. The maximum life of the average book is ten years, 
and it is a good one that reaches such maturity ; and it needs all 
our insistence upon the due care of books by readers to preserve 
it for so long. Let it be remembered, too, that a part of our activity 
is not with the book, properly so-called, at all ; but with periodicals, 
newspapers, annuals, directories, and other “ books which are not 
books "’ in the definition of the gentle Charles Lamb. 

If these postulates are accepted, the number of books that are 
used in or from our library is some index of our success, providing 
that the sort of book we issue is good in its kind. We can say, I 
think, that that library is the most successful which, in propor- 
tion to the number of the population which it is designed to serve, 
issues the largest number of books which in the common acceptation 
of intelligent people are good books. To get this result we must 
often induce people to read books which they would not read if 
they had to search them out for themselves. Much of the work 
of the modern public librarian is directed to this end, as we shall see. 

The first step is to make the library itself an attractive place 
of resort ; and, after the facade, the most important first factor in 
the attraction is the entrance or vestibule of our building. 
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The vestibule is the place where the new-comer forms, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, his whole impression of the library, and 
that impression, if it is a bad one, will require a lot of contradic- 
tion. To give an example. I had occasion a year or two ago to enter 
a large library building in one of our great cities. The library rooms 
were not on the ground floor. The vestibule was dark ; it had not 
seen a paint brush for some years ; a bleak-looking stone staircase 
ran upwards to the right of it ; a bicycle or two were resting under 
its shadow; and the hinterland was filled up by a public con- 
venience, the odour of which filled all the visible space. I went 
up the staircase, and the first room that opened from it was a huge 
gaunt newsroom, about as comfortable and attractive as a casual 
ward is reputed to be. I offer no criticism of the unfortunate 
librarian who is doomed to preside over such a dreadful building ; 
I do not know the local conditions or his difficulties ; but can you 
imagine any business premises, not owned by a bankrupt, which 
would present such a welcome to the visitor? I am glad to know 
that this is an almost unique example. At the same time I confess 
that I am far from satisfied that the average librarian has realised 
the opportunity and importance of his doorway spaces. Think 
of the entrance to a good hotel ; it has bright light, a parquet floor- 
ing, flowers or at least palms and ferns, and pictures and tasteful 
notices. Can we get a hint from that? I think so; these things 
indeed cost money, but not a great deal, and anyway we can find 
something between this good taste and charm, and the bare floors, 
distempered walls, dingy lights, and general depression which too 
often if by no means invariably greet us in British town libraries. 
If I am told that floors in a public building cannot be bright or in 
handsome materials, I will ask, how is it done so in the galleries of 
the British Museum which see thousands of visitors every year ? 

The vestibule should be as “live” a place as our ingenuity 
can make it. ,If any part of the buildings must go without paint or 
repair it must not be this; it must always be fresh and cheerful. 
Something will depend upon its size, and in planning a new build- 
ing I would plead for a much larger vestibule than is now general, 
and I would have it take the character of an exhibition entrance. 
I would have it the centre of information for all the intellectual 
and spiritual activities of the town, a directory of the library apart- 
ments and their resources, the place where the obvious rules are 
made known, new books are advertised, and so on. It should be 
as tastefully decorated as circumstances allow, and certainly there 
should be pictures and some sort of palms or ferns. Often, it may 
be remarked in passing, the Parks Committee of a town can be 
induced to supply the necessary plants and to care for them. In 
short, the entrance hall should attract and arrest, and be calculated 
to create such an impression on the visitor’s mind that he will want 
to become more closely acquainted with the library generally. 

V.—THE LAY-OUT OF THE DEPARTMENTS. 

Given a vestibule, all the more important departments should 
radiate from it. These are the reference library, the lending library, 
and the junior or children’s library. Subsidiary departments, such 
as periodicals room, newspaper room, and lecture room, may be 
elsewhere. 
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In this description I have assumed the existence of a 
hypothetical “ model ” library in which the departments first named 
are incorporated. But it is well at the outset to remember that a 
different model may be preferred in different circumstances. A 
great library is amenable to rules and necessities which may not be 
worth thought in a smaller one. When we consider that a central 
library for a city of about 250,000 people and upwards must be 
the reservoir and power house of a system of branch libraries, 
deposit stations, school and (possibly) works libraries, it will be 
seen that administration rooms on a very generous scale are neces- 
sary. Thus, in addition to the ordinary public departments, which 
themselves may have several important sub-divisions, there will 
be rooms for registration, cataloguing, binding, staff restaurant 
and rest rooms, as well as rooms for school work, branch service 
and so on.* In this sense most of the large libraries of England need 
expansion and in some cases even rebuilding. 

As every such large library is an individual problem, further 
discussion of it here would be rather futile. Averages and less 
than averages are what face most of us. 

a.—THE VERY SMALL LIBRARY. 

To begin, then, with the very small library. There has been 
a reversion to an earlier type of late. That type consisted, so far 
as the public departments were concerned, of one large room which 
was worked as lending and reference library, reading room, and 
lecture room combined. The walls or glass screens which now 
usually divide the room into the various departments were a con- 
cession to the noise that people are said to make in certain of the 
departments more than in others. This may be so in large libraries, 
but in the small library with which I am now concerned greater 
dignity, beauty, and even comfort can be attained in a large room 
than in a number of tiny apartments. Noise is a factor in behaviour, 
which can be dealt with if the public discipline is maintained firmly 
and tactfully. The most modern children’s libraries in this country 
consist of one room ; and they are successful, except in one particu- 
lar. The Story Hour cannot be given in them while other work is 
in progress, the movement of which is apt to distract the attention 
both of the story-teller and the children. By all means provide a 
small, separate room for that if circumstances permit ; but other- 
wise the single room serves. And if this is so in the case of the 
department which is alleged to make most demands upon the 
disciplinary gifts of librarians, it is surely so also in the case of the 
library for adults. (To be continued.) 

*See, for quite recent examples, the illustrated description of the Cleve- 
land Public Library in The Library Journal, v. 50, pp. 943-8, 1925, and of 
Los Angeles Public Library, /bid, v. 51, No. 3, cover and pp. 121-4, 1926. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 
DEAR ERATOSTHENES, 

I am sorely tempted to send you a postcard on our affairs this 
month instead. No, I am not on holiday; but I find summer a 
much more trying season than any other—so trying that I would 
gladly confer the honour of writing to you upon a younger and 
fitter man, someone in his thirties, perhaps. Geologists tell us 
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that we are soon to have no more summers—we approach a glacial 
age—and I, for one, shall not be sorry. For, in the summer, we 
do all those things we failed to do in the past winter, we get ready 
for the coming winter, we make a big push to migrate to the open 
for a few days, but the pleasure thereof is minimised by the know- 
ledge that a bigger push awaits our return; half our assistants 
seem to be always away—especially our favourite typist—and the 
remaining half select the period for their perennial illnesses and 
misfortunes, and, last but not least, the weather is such that our 
readers read nearly as much as in the winter. 

I should like to compare notes on that point. It seems to me 
that nowadays there is not so marked a decrease in issues during 
the summer as there used to be. 

However, as I have a three-halfpenny stamp and the prospect 
of walking to the post office for a penny one is more alarming than 
that of writing a letter, and as I will not present an unearned half- 
penny to the Government—no, I’m not a Scotsman—I will answer 
your letter and that of Aristarchus. 

You both sound the same note, in tones differing according 
to your instruments. You want a new series of 

THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES 

while Aristarchus wants a “shindy.’’ We are getting too res- 
pectable, he says. Now I'm intrigued with Aristarchus’s suggestion. 
A good shindy—nay, even only such misconduct as was “ calculated 
to cause a breach of the peace ’’—would be fine publicity. But I 
cannot imagine any means of bringing this about. We are too 
respectable to be aroused ; there is no issue we could take sufficiently 
to heart to excite ourselves about it. One of our younger councillors 
told me the other day that he was sadly disappointed with the 
serenity of L.A. Council meetings—so, after all we have heard of 
the past temperature of these, we must believe that temperamentally 
as well as geologically we are approaching a new ice-age. 

Aristarchus is a pessimist, I’m afraid. I cannot agree that 
“ things seem to have reached a point at which they tend to remain 
stationary.” On the contrary, I cannot remember—and I have 
lived to see the public library movement develop from a toddler 
into a walker—any time when new ideas were so much to the fore. 
What alarms me is, however, the few people from whom these 
ideas originate. Look at your professional papers, exercise your 
talent for textual criticism, and wonder how many contributors 
there are. Examine the “ news ”’ pages and note how many libraries 
figure therein. 

And you, it seems, are alarmed at the dearth of new technical 
developments. I wonder whether you need be. In some fields— 
particularly classification, book selection and publicity—we have 
much to learn, but in others I believe we stopped 

INVENTING NEW METHODS 
just in time to prevent our becoming ridiculous. The modern 
business man is system mad. A salesman friend tells me that he 
can sell unlimited quantities of new gadgets, patent files and loose- 
leaf books and what not, to people who will use them only for a 
day or two, yet will succumb to the next temptation. And one 
very eminent librarian, it is rumoured, once classified his pen nibs. 
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No, I think that our need is simplification. A most desirable 
technical article would deal with the possible minimum of methods, 
forms and registers. 

Nevertheless, I shall be sorry if your diagnosis is too correct 
when you say that the present-day assistant “‘ has discovered that 
it is better to appreciate the style of Marcel Proust.” 

Do you mean that we are in for a revival of 

LITERARY LIBRARIANSHIP ? 

I know how fond you are of literature—and you know that in my 
innocent youth I myself wooed one of the Muses. So you will 
understand that I am saying nothing in disparagement of the art 
when I affirm that we do not want any more “ literary gents.” 
We want men with wider interests—yes, with wider culture. I 
won't say “ business men” but simply those who realise that biblio- 
graphical research and literary criticism, and antiquarianism (if 
there is such a word), are not synonyms for librarianship. 

Yet I imagine that the cult of Proust is simply explained. 
There was once a Balzac cult. 

Aristarchus is, in fact, suffering from pre-Conference depression. 
I have never known a summer when someone did not hope that at 
last we should hear something interesting and show by his context 
that his hopes were overshadowed by doubts. Yet I can remember 
few meetings which did not produce one really worth while paper. 
And it is rumoured that this year, too, some new ground will be 
tilled. 

I hear, too, that an afternoon session is to be devoted to 

CounTY LIBRARY AFFAIRS 

and rejoice. I hope that the session will capture the county library 
spirit. Too often when we have dealt with this work the well-known 
views of town librarians have predominated. We have been too 
critical. The municipal element must, once more, overwhelmingly 
outnumber the county section, but let us not swamp the views of 
the latter with our egotism. If we can show the county men not 
only that the L.A. offers them a place in the programme but that 
we are willing to listen to and learn from them we shall enrol more 
as active members of the Association. 

At present the proportion of county workers who are con- 
nected with the L.A. is most disappointing. Only one-third of the 
county libraries are represented. Eleven are Institution Members, 
and, out of some hundred and four librarians, only three are Fellows, 
five Members and twelve Associate Members. Are we municipal 
folk entirely without blame for this state of affairs ? 

I got my figures by checking the L.A. List of Members with 
the roll of county librarians in the recently published Carnegie 
County Report. 

We shall meet at Leeds. And if Aristarchus finds the Con- 
ference too, too depressing, Doncaster is not far away. There he 
may make more money than ever rewarded his honest efforts at 
librarianship. Again, he may not. Yours as ever, 

ARISTONYMOUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the aa of the 
writers of “‘ LETTERS ON Our AFFAIRS.” 


Important Educational Books 


THE HANDBOOK & DIRECTORY OF ADULT EDUCATION 


Compiled under the auspices of THE Britisu INsTITUTE OF ADULT 
EDUCATION. 

Part I.—The Growth of the Movement—What is Adult Education ?— 
The Adult Education Committee of the B. of E—Local Education Authorities 
and Adult Education—General Information regarding Tutorial Classes, One 
Year Classes, Extension Courses, etc. 

Part II.—Details of bodies concerned with Adult Education, #.e., Univer- 
sities, Voluntary Associations, Colleges, etc.—Libraries for Adult Students, 
Bursaries, etc. 

Part III.—A Geographical Survey, arranged under Counties and County 
Boroughs, showing Local Adult Educational activities and facilities—Adult 
Education Regulations (B. of E.), etc. 

Price, CLoTH, 3/6; Paper, 2/6. Postace 4d. EXTRA. 


The Schoolmaster’s Year Book and Directory, 1926 35/- net 


The Public Schools Year Book 10/6 net 
The Girls’ School Year Book 7/6 net 
The Directory of Women Teachers 25/- net 


H. F. W. DEANE & SONS 


The Year Book Press, Ltd. 
31 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 


LIBRARY CHURCH SCHOOL 
LABORATORY & HOSPITAL FITTINGS 


ceo. M. A Recta. 


Crown Works, ST. JAMES’s RD., LONDON, S.E.16 


RECENT LIBRARY CONTRACTS INCLUDE 


BETHNAL GREEN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
BOROUGH COUNCIL 


MARGATE U.D. COUNCIL 
RO. IRS U.D. COUNCIL 
QUEENSWOOD HOOL. 


HATFIELD 
JOHN'S SCHOOL, LEATHERHEAD 
: : NATIONAL GALLERY 


DELEGATES SHOULD ORDER THESE IMPORTANT NEW 


PUBLICATIONS 
MANUAL OF LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION : 
By W. C. Berwick Sayers. Cloth, demy 8vo, illustrated 30s. net 
LIBRARY PLANNING: A Compilation designed to assist in Planning, 
etc. By Walter A. Briscoe. Cloth, illustrated 8s. 6d. net 
LIBRARY EXTENSION AND PROPAGANDA: 
By Lionel Roy McColvin. Cloth, illustrated 10s. 6d. net 


GRAFTON & COPTIC HOUSE., 
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PERSONAL NEWS 


AusTING, ARTHUR T., has been appointed Chief Assistant, Public 
Libraries, Ilford. Member of the Association of Assistant Librarians 
and the N.A.L.G.O. Six certificates of the Library Association. 
Trained Walthamstow Public Libraries. Formerly Deputy- 
Librarian, Wood Green. 

The following promotions have recently been made in the Man- 
chester Public Libraries:—Mr. Harry Fostall, F.L.A., to be 
Librarian, Commercial Library; Mr. Geoffrey R. Axon, M.L.A., 
to be Librarian of the Store Library and Deansgate District 
Librarian ; Mr. C. H. Bennett to be District Librarian, Withing- 
ton; Mr. E. E. Newton to be District Librarian, Bradford; Mr. 
H. B. Hamnett to be District Librarian, Rochdale Road ; Mr. H. B. 
Williams to be District Librarian, Cheetham; Mr. J. H. Gold- 
thorpe, Mr. S. Horrocks, Miss E. P. Bibby and Miss Dora McLardy 
to be Second-Class Assistants. 


The following appointments have recently been made in the. 
Manchester Public Libraries :—Mr. Frank C. Adey, of the Chelsea 
Public Library, to be a Second-Class Assistant ; Mr. G. Eric Haslam, 
B.A., of the London University School of Librarianship, to be a 
Second-Class Assistant; Mr. Richard B. Barnes, B.Sc., to be a 
Second-Class Assistant. 


LIBRARY TOPICS. 


THE part that the Public Library may play in the adult education 
movement is the subject of study of the Commission on the Library 
and Adult Education of the A.L.A. 

The Town Council of Bury St. Edmunds have adopted the 
Libraries Acts. 

A ready reference to local events, in one alphabetical sequence, 
has been compiled by the Librarian of Halifax. Notable events 
of the borough and district are indicated, and from apparently 
minor details, ¢.g., the occasion when a bear escaped from the Zoo, 
to historical facts such as the date when John Wesley first preached 
in Halifax are noted. 


The extension premises of the LANCASTER Museum were opened 
by His Worship the Mayor of Lancaster (Councillor R. Roberts) 
on Tuesday afternoon, June 8th, 1926. 

Alderman J. R. Nuttall, F.R.Hist.S. (Chairman of the Museum 
Sub-Committee) presided, and in his opening remarks outlined the 
rapid development of the Museum, and the consequent necessity 
for the present extension. The Chairman also mentioned that in 
the near future they proposed to arrange for organized visits to the 
Museum by parties of school children. Attention was called to the 
fact that during the two-and-a-half years in which the Museum 
had been open 80,221 visitors had been recorded. 


The Central Library, Battersea, was converted to the Open 
Access System on Friday, July 30th, the formal opening taking 
place on the previous Saturday. 
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A new edition of the List of Books, Maps, Music and Diagrams 
approved for use in schools maintained by the London County 
Council has been issued. 

Special summer holiday privileges are offered at Pittsburgh 
and Chicago, where borrowers at any of the libraries may take out 
ten books at a time. 


A recently published volume entitled One Hundred Pictures 

o Norwich: the City of Gardens, Churches and Antiquities, is 

esigned by the City Librarian to serve as a “ finger-post”’ for 

strangers visiting Norwich. The historical and descriptive notes 
included should be of particular interest to its citizens. 


- Chicago calls attention to the parcel-post card issued by the 
rary. 
“This enables the borrower to pay for a dollar’s worth of 
postage at a time, so that he may receive and send back books by 
mail when out of city.” 

This arrangement does not, of course, have reference to summer 
holiday loans. 


The second edition of Mary H. Eastman’s Index to Fairy Tales 
has been revised and greatly enlarged. 

Books, pamphlets and articles relating to Norfolk Archaeology 
= preserved in the Local Collection at the Central Public Library, 

orwich. 

A list of this literature is published annually by the Norfolk 
and Norwich Archaeological Society. 

A recent issue of The Yorkshire Weekly Post contains an 
appreciation of the work of Mr. Edward Green, Chief Librarian 
of Halifax. He is devoting particular attention to the careful 
guiding of young readers. 

The possibilities of the public library as a public service agency 
are set forth in an article to the American Federation of Labor 
written by Dr. Bowerman, of Washington Public Library. He 
defines the modern public library as “a dynamic, aggressive in- 
stitution which seeks to draw the entire community within the 
range of its influence.” 

The Ministry of Health has sanctioned a loan of £1,157 for 
the extension of Attercliffe Branch Library, Sheffield. The City 
Council has also approved an expenditure from revenue of £1,300 
for fittings, and £1,040 for books for partial re-stocking. The total 
cost of the conversion of this branch to open access will be £3,500. 
It is hoped to open the re-organised library, the sixth to be re- 
constructed in Sheffield since 1921, in November this year. 


The London County Council are making a grant of £200 a year 
to the University of London School of Librarianship for three years 
“on the understanding that twenty-five free places are made 
available yearly for persons employed in Librarianship within the 
administrative County of London. It is proposed to leave in the 
hands of the College authorities the selection of the particular 
applicants for these places.” 
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An Exhibition of Pictures by William Hoggatt, R.I., R.B.C., 
A.R.C.A., a Lancaster born artist, was officially opened in the Art 
Gallery, Storey Institute, by H. L. Storey, Esq., D.L., J.P., at a 
private view, on Friday, June 18th. The exhibition included works 
loaned by public galleries and private collectors in various parts 
of the kingdom, together with a representative selection of recent 
work in the artist’s possession. 

REVIEWS. 
LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 

CarpirF Public Libraries.—Handlist of Early Documents (before 
1500) in the Manuscript Department of the Reference Library. 
Price 6d. 

The collection of Documents and deeds relating to Wales and the Border 
Counties now numbers some 6,000 items, 5,000 of which have already been 
calendared. The present list contains the entries relating to earlier documents 
in an abbreviated form. . 

Croypon Public Libraries.—Readers’ Index. May—June, 1926. 

A new series of articles on local history commences in this issue, Mr. 
William Page giving ‘“‘My Recollections of Croydon Sixty Years Since.” 
Mr. Page lived in Croydon for fifty years. The notes of ‘‘ Memorials of Croydon 
Within the Crosses,”” which were published in the “ Index ”’ during the past 
few months, are now issued in pamphlet form, with illustrations, and may be 
purchased locally. 

Fiyspury Public Libraries.—Quarterly Guide for Readers. 

With the exception of a brief note on ‘‘ Sadler’s Wells Theatre’ the 
whole of this issue of the ‘ Guide”’ is taken up with a list of “ Juvenile 
Fiction.” 

Newport Public Libraries.—A List of Books on Missions, 

This is No. 1 of the Special Reading Lists and deals with Missions and 
Missionary Work in all parts of the world, classified under countries. 

PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 

Carnegie United Kingdom Trust.—County LIBRARIES IN GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND. Reports, 1925. pp. xx., 105. 5 folded 
tables. 4to. Edinburgh, 1926. 

The County Library Organization, it is apparent from this latest Report, 
is showing a healthy growth. The total stock of books is over 900,000 and 
the issues total nearly 5,000,000. For an active existence of some ten years 
this is not bad work. One of the most important results, however, is hardly 
shown in these statistics. The existence of nearly 9,000 centres in the pro- 
vincial districts of the country brings the individual student in remote localities 
into touch with books for the first time and enables him to obtain not only the 
ordinary text books from the resources of the travelling library or the county 
repository but the more important and more expensive books from the Central 
Library for Students and its allied branches. The Report, of which of course 
every Public Library will have a copy, is prepared in the fullest and most 
detailed manner and is in itself a worthy tribute to the excellent work which 
is being done. : 

Bishop (William Warner) Backs oF Books AND OTHER Essays 
IN LIBRARIANSHIP. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 338. London: Bailliere 
Tindall and Cox; Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins, 1926. 
18s. net. 

This interesting series of essays by the Librarian of the University of 
Michigan should appeal to all librarians and to all users of libraries. Ranging 
as they do over the whole field of librarianship, the student will find much 
to interest him. Mr. Bishop was at one time Superintendent of the Reading 
Room of the Library of Congress and many of his essays deal with the methods 
of helping readers and contain important suggestions for the co-ordination of 
library work. 
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Central Library for Students.—Ciass List oF Books on SOcCIOLoGy. 
8vo, pp. viii., 168. London: The Library, 1926. Is., paper. 
The first of a series of class lists to be issued by the Central Library for 
Students. It is classified on the Dewey System and the pagination, publisher, 
date and price are given in the case of each book. Author and subject 
indexes are provided. A very useful guide to the economic literature of 
recent years. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
COUNCIL ELECTION, 1926-1927. 
LONDON COUNCILLORS. 
ELECTED. 
J. H. Quinn - - - 295 G. P. Jones, B.A. - - 281 
W. B. Thorne - - - 292 W. R. B. Prideaux, B.A. - 264 
A. J. K. Esdaile, M.A. - - 291 G. H. Palmer, B.A. - - 233 
C. R. Sanderson - - 290 E. A. Baker, D.Litt - - 229 
L. Newcombe - - - 284 B. M. Headicar - - - 222 
J. D. Stewart - - - 283 A. G. Burt - - - 203 
Not 


D. Gray - - - - 200 J. Walker . - - 200 
COUNTRY COUNCILLORS. 
ELECTED. 

E. A. Savage - - - 333 H. Tapley-Soper, F.S.A. - 

W. B. Briscoe - - - 329 H. D. Roberts - - - 242 
G. A. Stephen - - - 291 R. Ashton - - - 238 
W. C. B. Sayers - - - 286 L.A. Taylor - - - 234 
B. Anderton, M.A. - - 279 L. R. McColvin - - - 233 
J. Hutt,M.A. - - - 278 J. W. Singleton - - - 226 
H. Farr - - - - 2 J. Hawkes - - - 225 
Miss K. E. Pierce - - 254 A. Sparke - - - 223 
R. J. Gordon - - - 250 E. Green . - - + 219 
C. Nowell - - - 246 W. Pollitt - - - 212 

Not ELEcTED. 

J. Pomfret - - - 207 G. R. Bolton - - - 190 
J. W. C. Purves - - - 192 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATIONS, 
MAY, 1926. 


LISTS OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES. 
SECTION 1.—LITERARY HISTORY. 
81 Candidates sat - Honours 1, Merits 2, Passes 47. 

HONOURS.—Ogilvie, R. V., Wedmore, Som. 

MERITS.— Jones, Miss H. J., Bath; Peck, A. J., Enfield. 

PASSES.—Austing, A. T.; Wood Green; Baker, Miss C., Ealing; Borthwick, Miss H., 
Brown, T. R., Glasgow; Dent, Miss E. M., St. Marylebone; Eggie, W. G., Glasgow; Fair- 
weather, Miss E., Worksop; Fay, Miss M. G., Birmingham; Foster, G, F., B lton ; Fry, ” 
Bath ; George, V., Leicester; Goring, Thomas G. E. F., Aberystwyth ; Grieves, Miss M., Sunder- 
land; Hall, Miss M. A., Newcastle-on-Tyne; Hill, Miss I., Newton-in-Makerfield ; Hollands, 
Miss L. M., Birmingham ; Howe, Miss K., Glasgow; Jones, Miss L. N. H., Birmingham ; Kay, 
H., Hull; , Liddell, D. S., Glasgow; Lingard, Miss C. A., Manchester; MacCallum, Miss E. K., 
Glasgow; McColvin, E. R., Croydon; McDonald, Miss J. G., Glasgow; McGill, Miss 
H. M., Manchester; MacKay, A. G., McMorran, Miss A, B., Glasgow; Mather, Miss 
W. K., Bradford; Matthews, Miss C. M., Wolverhampton; Mitchell, Miss J. S., Glasgow ; 
Newland, G. A., Limehouse ; Norbury, Miss B., Manchester; Paton, W. B., Glasgow; Pilcher, 
E. T., Portsmouth; Pottinger, M. C., Glasgow; Reynolds, Miss F, E., Westcliffe ; Robin- 
son, L. F., St. Pancras; Shapland, D,, Bolton ; Shaw, Miss M. P., Glasgow ; Smith, A., Bolton ; 
Speight, Miss P. M., Johannesburg; Stanswood, Miss C., Portsmouth ; Stott, W., Burnley ; 
Watson, Miss J. M., Glasgow ; Wells, Miss N. E., Bath; White, M., Bradford; Winchest Miss 
D. E., Bristol ; Woodhams, Miss A. I. M., Maidstone. 

SECTION 11.—BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
47 Candidates sat - Honours, none; Merits, 5; Passes, 28. 

MERITS.—Burton, G. L., Birmingham ; Cooper, F. J., Portsmouth; Gillett, J. T., “full; 
Meachem, Miss M., Birmingham; Talmey, Miss F. L., Hove. 

PASSES.—Austing, A. T., Wood Green ; Beasley, Miss L. A., Coventry ; Bradley, Miss H. F., 
Birmingham ; Browning, Miss M. W., Warwick ; Bussey, F. T., Hackney ; Carver, A. L., Swindon ; 
Coltman, W. L., Battersea; Dalgoutte, W. C., Glasgow; Dallison, Miss C., Bir ham; Duff, 
Miss M. E., Newcastle-on-Tyne; Fairey, Miss L. G., Birmingham; Hockey, V. G., Glasgow ; 
Homewood, Miss B. E., Croydon ; Hunter, A., Jack, G., Glasgow; Jacka, Miss S., Sunderland ; 
Lambert, Miss G., Paterson, Miss J. H., Birmingham; Peace, Miss A., Manchester ; Revie, j.. 
Glasgow; Sargeant, H., Coventry; Schletter, Miss H. E., London; Singleton, F., Wigan ; 
Steward, A. V., Norwich; Talmey, Miss E. M., Hove; Thorne, Miss W. K., St. Bride's Institute ; 
Walker, Miss V. W., Nottingham; Williams, Miss M. J., Newport. 
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CLASSIFICATION. 
95 - Honours, none; Merits, none; Passes, 41. 
PASSES.—Batchelor, R. A. "eae, Bearman, H. K. G., Leyton ; Bennett, Miss K. R., 

Portsmouth ; Bird, C. H., Birmingham ; Bowen, Miss G., Birkenhead ; Burn, H., Carlisle : 
Burnett, Miss I. E., Cheltenham ; Carr, J. A., Liverpool ; Carr, Miss L. M., Croydon ;’ Drewery, 
R. F., Hull ; Fairhurst, A. C., Wigan ; ‘orsyth, j. W., Edinburgh ; Foskett, C. G., Stoke New- 
ington ; Francis, Miss M. I., Manchester; Getty, J., Belfast ; Hatton, E. G., Warrington ; Hewitt, 
R., Manchester; Hobby, W. J., Chelsea ; orrocks, Ss. K., Manchester ; Kirkpatrick, T. 7. 
Blackburn ; Lee, F., Nelson; Luke, Miss A., Kirkcaldy ; McKinnon, J., Glasgow ; Mason, Miss 
M. E., Birkenhead ; Minto, C. S., Edinburgh ; Murphy, Miss M., Liverpool ; Norman, E., Burnley ; 
Pugsiey, w. Cc. , Bath ; Rae, D., Glasgow ; Rosser, Miss D., Birkenhead ; Sayell, R. C., "Watford ; 
Snaith, Miss M., Carlisle ; Stevens, F. ) 3 Liversedge ; Stevenson, Ww. B., Wallasey ; Stuffins, 
H. J., Maidstone ; Taylor, W. S., Dundee ; White, S., Wallasey ; Wilson, J. pa mead Wood, 
Miss E. K., Liverpool ; Woodham, W. H. Croydon ; "Younger, D. R., Glasgow 


SECTION IV.—CATALOGUING. 
111 Candidates sat - Honours, none; Merits, none ; Passes, 39. 

PASSES.—Aliday, Miss O. M., Birmingham ; Bailey, Miss W. L., ae Bradshaw, 
Miss E. M., Birmingham ; Carberry, E., Dublin ; Chivers, H., Kidde rminster ; Drury, Miss D. G., 
Sheffield ; Edwards, Miss D, E., Liverpool ; Fergusson, Miss B. M., Bath ; Fleming, S. Jj., Beltast ; 
Garner, Miss D., Wallasey; Hall, J. G., Hull; Hannaford, Miss B. K., Manchester; Hastings, 
Miss A. W., Battersea; Hobday, Miss E. M., Johnson, Miss W. M., Coventry ; Jones, Miss C. A., 
Langton, Miss K. A., Liverpool ; Leggatt, D. R., Dorchester; Leighton, G. F., Bolton ; McCann, 
Miss E. M., Birmingham ; McNeill, Miss M. L., Glasgow ; Marsh, Miss M., Darlington ; Nachols, 
Miss K. M., Cheltenham ; Oxborrow, F. W., Patent Office; Pollard, Miss V. M., Bath; Pratt, 
Miss A. McG., Glasgow; Redding, Miss M., Edinburgh; Riches, J. E., Croydon; Schofield, 
E. B., Manchester; Shepherd, C., Cardiff; Skinner, Miss E., Newport ; Spencer, Miss E. M., 
Coventry ; Snaith, S., Kingston ; Tozer, E. S., Kilburn ; Walker, —_*. Liverpool ; Watkins, 
A. H., Gainsborough ; Wise, Miss H. C., Croydon ; Wood, Miss A. W. ., Edinburgh ; Wood, 


Miss N., Lowestoft. 
SECTION V.—LIBRARY ORGANIZATION. 
65 Candidates sat - Honours, none; Merits, none; Passes, 18. 

PASSES.—Austin, Miss C. A., Gloucester ; Biggs, j. H.E., Cardifi ; Callander, T. E., es 
Cooper, Miss E. K., Norwich ; Cronshaw, F. E., Oldham; Ferguson, Miss F. W., Glasgow ; 
Gatenby, Miss J. L., "Sunderland ; Goring, Thomas G. E. F., "Aberystwyth ; Harvey, Miss H. M., 
Wakefield ; Hawes, S. A., Norwich ; Jones, A. F., Manchester ; Mackintosh, Miss A. D., Aber- 
deen ; Reed, E. O., Coventry ; Robinson, Miss M. U., Leeds ; Swift, j., Bolton ; Thompson, A., 
Ilkley ; Tompkins, H. C., Hornsey ; Wright, Miss C. = Leicester. 

SECTION VI.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
170 Candidates sat - Honours, none; Merits, 4; Passes, 7 

MERITS.—Adey, F. C., Chelsea; Pilling, Miss K. E., Liverpool ; Rios. Miss M. U., 
Leeds ; Stevens, F. J., Liversedge. 

PASSES,—Allan, Miss J. M., Edinburgh ; Allison, Miss A. G., Glasgow ; Allonb p inn 5. D., 
Sheffield ; Balfour, Miss M. ., Edinburgh ; Barr, Miss A. G., Glasgow ; Bateman, Totten- 
ham ; Berry, G., Acc “Biggs, J. H. E. , Cardifi ; Bissett, Miss M. W., Manc Callan, 
Miss M. S., Glasgow ; Carneil, Miss E. des Exeter; Chorlton, Miss J. M., Manchester ; ‘Christie, 
Miss H. M., Glasgow ; Ellis, Miss C. J., Street, Som. ; Evans, Miss G. ; Bridgend ; Gandy, Miss M. 
Runcorn ; Gillies, Miss I., Glasgow ; Gray, H. G., Whitechapel; Gre gory, | Manc hester; Halli, 
Miss E ou ° outh ; Hancock, Miss D.” Sheth fheld ; Hesketh- Williams, Miss P. K., Cheltenham ; 
Hill, Miss G. A., Bath ; Hocking, C., Acton ; Holman, Miss L. R., Middlesbrough ; Huck, Miss M., 
Darlington ; ‘ilineworth, Miss E., Manchester; Jacka, Miss = Sunderland; Jackson, G. P., 
Bradford ; Jeffcott, E. J. N., St. Pancras ; Jones, Miss D., Portsmouth ; Jones, Miss D. M., South- 
end ; Kenny, Miss A., Belfast ; King, Miss A. M., Bo Iton ; Knowles, Miss W. N., Birkenhead ; 
Lawler, Miss B, P., Liverpool ; Lee, F., Nelson; Lioyd, Miss E. M., Manchester; Mackenzie, 
Miss I., Leicester; Morrison, Miss K. J., Nichols, Miss K. M., Cheltenham ; Oldfield, Miss M., 
Altrincham ; Osborne, Miss N., Derby; Pearson, Miss E. L., Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Pearson, Miss 
G. A., Warwick ; Peers, Miss B. M., Altrincham; Pugsley, W. C.. Bath; Ratclifie, W., Bolton ; 
Rice, Miss C. E., Hove; Roberts, Miss E. E., Kidderminster; Roper, Miss J. L., Portsmouth ; 
Russ, Miss E. A., Bath ; Searson, J., Glasgow ; Senior, T. W., Hull; Sharp, Miss P. M., Derby ; 
Shaw, Miss B., Wakefield ; Slark, J. W. , Battersea ; Smithson, Miss E. L., Birmingham ; Stapleton, 
Miss D., Livery ol; Stokes, Miss E., Coventry ; Stuart, Miss M., Westminster ; Laylor, Miss P. M., 
Newcastle-on- yne ; Thomson, Miss E. I., Glasgow ; Tompkins, H. C., Hornsey; Walker, Miss 

. S., Glasgow ; White, L., Sheffield ; Whitehead, Miss I. M., Birmingham ; Whiteley, H. E., 
rimsby ; Whitwell, Miss F., Keighley ; Wood, Miss A,, Burnley, 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON SCHOOL OF 
LIBRARIANSHIP. 


EXAMINATION RESULTS—JULY, 1926. 


FULL DIPLOMA. 
Barraclough, Kathleen ; nt, Ivy F. ; Brown, Elsbeth M. ; Clark, Hilda M. Ny Margaret 
E., B.A.; Coghill, D. H. 3 Dougan, R. O.; Fletcher, Mary ; Gibbons, Edith N N, ; Gummer, 
Hetty M. Haslam, G. E., i. A.; Hendry, Ena M.; Kensington, Lorna M. ; Low, D. H., B.A.; 
McMicken. Olive C. Pearson, Jor ce; Powell, Dorothy P., B.A.; Palmer, Annie M, ; Rushworth, 
— aa Hi. ; dnouuen, Mary .; Stenhouse, Cynthia, M. L.; Waller, Jessie R.; Wright, 
yi eA, 

One SUBJECT ONLY TO BE TAKEN TO COMPLETE Drecoma.—Eissa, H. H.; Harting, Greta L. 
DIPLOMA: Part I.—Bains, Doris, B.A.; Clarke, Phyllis M.; | oh. Winifred M.; 
Edwards, Kathleen ; Eliott, Kathleen M. ; Gaskin, L. G. P.; Gubb, Joan M., B.A,; Harris, 
Winifred E. Hiscock, Marjorie C.; Hurd, Lilian ; Kirkus, "Agnes M.; Outhwaite, Dorothy ; ; 
Paramore, Winifred M.; Pic kles, Alice ; Stock, Joyce M.; Symington, Felicia J,; Walker, 
Agnes E.; Whitley, Nancy Cc. 

Part I. oF DIPLOMA EXCEPT ONE susject.—Cock, Janie M. ; Curtis, Dorothy J. ; De Castro, 
Frances F.; Kitchingman, E. F.; Tomblin, Janet. 


recommended 


and inspect their extensive stock 


tion if desired. Address from Sept 


LIBRARIANS and those interested in the PURCHASE OF BOOKS are 


DAY’S LIBRARY LTD. 


96 Mount St., Park Lane, London, W.1 


BIOGRAPHY, TRAVEL & FICTION, &c.; offered at GREATLY REDUCED PRICES. 
Sale Lists as issued may be had regularly upon application. 


Mr. Join C. WILLMER, Chief Librarian of Day’s Library Ltd., who is 
attending the Conference Meetings, will be pleased to give further informa- 


to pay a visit to 


of CLEAN SECOND-HAND WORKS OF 


. 6th to 1lth—VicToryY HOTEL, LEEDs. 


UNIVENRSITYT OF 


SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. 


Session 1926-27. 


Honorary Visitor: Sim Frepertc Georce Kenyon, G.B.E., K.C.B., M.A., D.Litt, 


Director: E. A. Baker, M.A., D.Lit. 


The School provides the following Courses :— 


(1) FULL-TIME COURSES. 


(2) COURSES FOR PART-TIME STUDENTS, both Day and Evening. 
Courses (1) and (2) are for Students reading for the University Diploma in Librarianship, or for 
the Certificates qualifying for the Diploma of the Library Association. 


(3) SPECIAL COURSES. 


(4) PUBLIC and SPECIAL LECTURES on Rural Library Systems, Library Work with Children, 
Illustration of Books, Bookbinding, Printing, etc., will be given during the session. 


THE SESSION BEGINS on MONDAY, 4th 


OCTOBER. 


Students wishing to be admitted should apply forthwith to :— 
WALTER W. SETON, Secretary, University College, London (Gower Street, W.C.1). 


THE WOOLSTON 
BOOK CO. LTD. 


Will have their usual 
SHOWROOM the 


for 


Liprary ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
AT THe Horec Metropo LEeps 


for the whole of the 
Conference week, when 
a visit will be esteemed 


The Woolston Book Co. Ltd. 


Library Booksellers 
NOTTINGHAM 


TWO BOOKS OF UNUSUAL INTEREST. 


THE BOY THROUGH THE AGES 
By DOROTHY MARGARET STUART 
(*“D.M.S." of Pench), Author of 
and Ballads, etc. 

With Four Piaies in Colour and nearly Two 
Hundred illustrations in the Text. Size 8) x 
5§ inches, 288 pages 7s. 6d. net. 
Ihis book gives a vivid picture of the daily 
life of the typical boy from the time of the cave- 
dweller to the early nineteenth century, and 
incidentally traces the evolution of the modern 
attitude toward children. The illustrations are 
mainly from manuscripts and other contemporary 
sources, 

“ This is a book in which not only child lovers, 
but children themselves, will rejoice. Miss 
Stuart wears her learning lightly and writes with 
picturesqueness and charin.’’— Bookman, 


THE LIBERATION OF MANKIND 

By HENDRIK VAN LOON 
Author of The Story of Mankind, etc. 
With Frontispiece in colour and seven full-page 
INustrations by the Author, Sise 9 by 6 inches, 
BOS pages. 7s. 6d. net. 
This is the story of man's struggle through the 
ages for freedom of thought. Never was a book 
more timely, for “ the liberation of mankind” 
is the great issue of our time. The narrative 
itself includes some of the world’s most astound- 
ing tragedies and events—the human torches 
of Nero, the amazing Albigensian crusade, the 
dark mysteries of the Inquisition, leading up to 
the conflicts of to-day, shadowing forth the 
struggles of to-morrow. 


GEORGE G. HARRAP & CO. LTD. 
39-41 Parker Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 
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SESSIONAL CERTIFICATES. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES.—1, Haslam, G. E., B.A.; 2, Kensington, Lorna M. ; 
a R. O.; 4, Clark, Hilda M., Powell, Dorothy P., B.A., and Stenhouse, Cynthia M. 2 
eq 

SECOND CLASS,—Bains, Doris, B.A. ; Gibbons, Edith M.; Gummer, Hetty M. ; McMicken, 
Olive C.; Palmer, Annie M, ; Shearman, Mary J. ; Waller, Jessie L. 

CLASS. —Barraclough, Kathleen ; Barrett, Ivy | Elsbeth M.; Chud- 

. D.; Harting, Greta L.; Hendry, Ena M. ; Low, D. H., ; Rushworth, Susanna H. ; 


Weight’ Phyllis, A. 
CATALOGUING AND INDEXING. 

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES.—1!, Haslam, G. E., B.A.; 2, Outhwaite, Dorothy, and 
Powell, Dorothy P., B.A. (equal); 4, Stock, Joyce M.; 5, Bains, Doris, B.A.; 6, Pickles, Alice. 

SECOND CLASS.—Clare, P.; Clarke, Phyllis M.; Dawson, Winifred M.; Harris, Winifred 
E.; Hurd, Lilian; Kirkus, Agnes M.; Stone, Ruth T. 

THIRD CLASS.—Astley, Frances B.; Chudananda, D.; Cock, Janie M. Curtis, Dorothy 
ii ; Edwards, Kathleen ; Eliott, Kathleen M.; Gaskin, L. G. P. ; Gubb, Joan it. B.A. ; Hiscock, 

arjorie C.; Kitchingman, E. F.; Low, D. H., B.A. ; McMicken, Olive C. ; Marshall, Ruth ; 

Morton, L. T. D.; Mowat, Ellinor J.; Peatson, Monica, M. A. ; Symington, Felicia J. ; Tomblin, 
Janet ; Walker, Agnes E.; Whitley, Nancy C. 


CLASSIFICATION. 

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES.—1, Walford, A. J.; 2, Haslam, G. E., B.A. 

SECOND CLASS,—Bains, Doris, B.A. ; Dawson, Winifred M.; Eliott, Kathleen M.; Gubb, 
oan M., B.A. ; Harris, Winifred E.; Hurd, Lilian; Powell, Dorothy P., B.A. ; Stock, Joyce, M. ; 
Stone, Ruth T. 

THIRD CLASS. —Astley, Frances B.; Blackman, A. J. R.; Bowden, Eva W.; Carr, 
Lilian ; Clarke, Phyllis, M. ; Cock, Janie, M. : Curtis, Dorothy J. ; De Castro, Frances F. ; Edwards, 
Kathleen ; —_ L. J. P.; Groom, W. F. G. ; Hiscock, Maxjorie C. ; Kirkus, Agnes M. ; Kitch- 
ingman, E. F. ; Low, D. H., B.A.; Nevard, Beryl ; Outhwaite, Dorothy ; Paramore, Winifred 
M. ; Partridge’ R.; ‘Peatson, Monica, M.A.; Pickles, Alice; Symington, Felicia J.; Tomblin 
Janet; Tuffin, C.; Walker, Agnes E.; White, H. J.; Woodham, W. H.; Whitley, Nancy C’ 


LITERARY HISTORY AND BOOK SELECTION. 

FIRST C LASS CERTIFICATES.—1, Clark, Hilda M., and in, we H., B.A. equal ; 3, Stock, 
Joyce M., and Waller, Jessie L. (equal); 5, Powell, Dorothy 3 6, Haslam, G. B., B.A.. 
and MecMicken, Olive C. (equal) ; 8, Barraclough, Kathleen ; 9, Giesona® Edith N.; 10, Shearman, 
Mary j.; 11, Palmer, Annie M., Tomblin, Janet, and Walford, wa J. (equal) 

SECOND CLASS,—Bains, Doris, B.A.; Gaskin, L. J. P.; Rushworth, Susanna H.; Sten- 
house, Cynthia M. L.; Wright, Phyllis, A 

THIRD CLASS.—Barrett, Ivy F.; Brown, Elsbeth M.; Chudananda, D.; Clarke, Phyllis 
M.; Dawson, Winifred M.; Eissa, H. H.; Gubb, Joan M., B.A.; Gummer, Hetty M.; Harris, 
Winifred E.; Hendry, Ena M.; Hiscock, Marjorie C.; Hurd, Lilian; Kensington, Lorna M. ; 
Kitchingman, E. F.; Knight, Doris, B.A.; Outhwaite, Dorothy ; Pickles, Alice; Smart, E. E. 


PALAEOGRAPHY AND ARCHIVES. 
FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES, —1, Powell, Dorothy P., B.A. ; 2, Stenhouse, Cyathis M. L. 
SECOND CLASS.—Bains, Doris, B.A. ; Barraclough, Kathleen ; Clark, Hilda M. ; Dougan, 
R. O.; Haslam, G. E., B.A.; Kensington, Lorna M.; Palmer, Annie M. Rushworth, dunn H. 
THIRD CLASS.—Barrett, Ivy F.; Brown, Elsbeth M.; Gibbons, Edith N.; Gummer, 
Hetty M.; Harting, Greta L.; Hendry, Ena M.; Knight, Doris, B.A.; Low, D. H., B.A.; 
McMicken, Olive C.; Shearman, Mary J.; Waller, Jessie L.; Wright, Phyllis, A 


LIBRARY ORGANISATION. 

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES,—1, Clark, Hilda; 2, Waller, Jessie L.; 3, Shearman, 
Mary J.; 4, Palmer, Annie M.; 5, Boxall, C. G, 

SECOND CLASS,—Barraciough, Kathleen ; Barrett, | F.; Brown, Elsbeth M.; Dougan, 
R. O.; Eissa, H. H, ; Gibbons, Edith N. ; Gubb, Joan M., B.A. ; cnc Hetty M.; Harting, 
Greta L.; Hendry, Ena M, ; Kensington, Lorna "M. McMicken, Olive C.; Powell, Dorothy Pee 
B.A.; Rushworth, Susanna H, ; Stenhouse, Cynthia ™M. L. 

THIRD CLASS. —Coghill, D. H. ; Cohen, B.A. ; Dinsdale, Edith L. ; Fletcher, 
Mary; Haslam, G, E., B.A.; Keen, A, F.; Low ys B.A. ; Pearson, oyce ; Wright, 


Phyllis A, 
LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES,—1, Haslam, G. E., B.A. ; 2, Shearman, Mary J. 
SECOND CLASS.—Barraclough, Kathleen ; Barrett, Ivy F.; Clark, Hilda M.: Dae, 


R. O.; Gibbons, Edith N.; Gummer, Hetty M. ; Kensington, Lorna M. ; Low, D. "HL, : 
Powell, Dorothy P., B.A.; Rushworth, Susanna H,; Walford, A. J. ; Waller, — L. 

THIRD CLASS.—Bowman, Eleanor D. ; Brown, Elsbeth M. ; Gubb, Joan ; Harting, 
Greta L.; Hendry, Ena M.; McFarlane, Ruth ; McMicken, Olive C. ; Palmer, ya "M.; Par- 


tridge, R.; Stemhouse, Cynthia, M. L. ; Wright, Phyllis A. 


ENGLISH COMPOSITION. 
TT -«% rs ASS CERTIFICATES, — 1, Stock, Joyce M., and Tomblin, Janet (equal) ; 
, Gaskin 
SE COND CLASS,—Cock, Janie M.; Dawson, Winifred M.; Eliott, Kathleen M.; Lodge, 
F. G.; Outhwaite, Dorothy; Whitley, Nancy Cc. 
THIRD CLASS. —Astley, Frances B. ; Bowden, Eva W ; Clarke, Phyllis M ; Curtis, Dorothy 
; De Castro, Frances F.; Edwards, Kathleen ; Kissa, H. H. ; Harris, Winifred E. ; Hiscock, 
arjorie C.; Hurd, Lilian ; Kirkus, Agnes M. ; .mwo E. F.; Leman, May A. ; $ Marshall, 
Ruth ; Paramore, Winifred M. ; Peatson, Monica, M.A. ; Pickles, Alice ; Stone, Ruth T. ; ; Syming- 
ton, Felicia jJ.; Walker, Agnes’ E. 
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OUR ADVERTISERS AND THE LEEDS 
EXHIBITION. 


Tuat the needs of the Public Library were never really understood 
by the bookselling and kindred trades was a remark frequently 
heard a few years ago, and the statement was not entirely without 
justification. To-day, however, things are vastly different. Pub- 
lishers, Booksellers, and Library Appliance Manufacturers are 
keenly alive to the requirements of Libraries and each endeavours 
to give the greatest possible service to his Library Clientéle. 

A glance through our advertising pages will show how well 
the profession is catered for to-day :— 


ESSRS. D. APPLETON & CO. will be showing a good and varied 

selection of their publications at Leeds. This enterprising firm are 

now getting a very strong list of cheap juvenile and adult fiction. Appleton 

productions are well known and all librarians will spend a very profitable 
time at their stand. 


ESSRS. G. BLUNT & SONS advocate an ideal binding which is 
“guarded on every leaf,’’ a method which absolutely prevents any 
leaves being missing. They are now at work in their extensive and up-to- 
date work-shops at Harlesdon and can supply any book bound in their 
well-known library bindings. 
ESSRS. BOOTS BOOK-LOVERS’ LIBRARY have always a most 
attractive collection of books at reasonable prices, and experience 
shows that librarians flock round their well-organized stand for the purpose 
of purchasing bargain lots. The stand will be in the charge of Messrs. Boots’ 
well-known head librarian and his equally well-known assistant, who invite 
delegates to visit them as cordially as ever before. 


NASSELL & CO., the famous house of La Belle Sauvage fame, need 
no introduction to librarians. Their productions are always worth- 
while and their range of books for adults and children are world-famous. 


ESSRS. CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. have achieved a triumph in their 
method of adapting the ancient craft of bookbinding to modern 
pers. Book papers, being to-day as they are, special handling is necessary 
in order to obtain satisfactory results from the librarian’s point of view. 
The firm have special methods of dealing with such papers and at the 
Exhibition will be showing various examples of style. They are also exhibiting 
Magazine Bindings, Reference Bindings, Magazine Cases, and Decorated 
Bindings and Illuminations, etc. 


= DAY’S LIBRARY LTD. request librarians to send for their 
lists of secondhand works of Biography, Travel and Fiction, etc. 
They have an extensive stock at greatly reduced prices and Mr. John C. 
Willmer, who is usually present at the Conference, will attend personally to 
all requirements. 


M ESSRS. DUNN & WILSON, of Falkirk, may be termed the universal 
bookbinders, since they pride themselves on supplying to Town, yoy 

University and other Institutional Libraries. A good book they say, is 

one that has the advantage of being enshrined in a Dunn and Wilson binding. 


ESSRS. W. & G. FOYLE LTD. claim to have over 1,250,000 volumes 

in stock of various kinds, graded as secondhand, new, and “ as new,” 
which sounds remarkably like the manner in which Dan Leno used to grade 
fresh eggs. Twenty departmental catalogues are issued and the books that 
— be obtained from this enterprising firm must be difficult indeed to 


"FpARPER & BROS. are issuing a new edition of some of Zane Grey’s 

works at 3/6 per vol. They are also responsible for a very fine edition 
of the omg a of Charles Dickens. This edition is printed in large 
clear type, with a specially reinforced library binding. The set comprises 
12 vols, and we published price is 7/6 per vol. 
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G EO. G. HARRAP & SONS are justly proud of their productions, and 
¥ they are announcing an interesting book by Hendrik Van Loon. It 
has been said that a Harrap book represents the hall-mark of perfection in 
book production. 
ESSRS. P. S. KING announce the following new publications :— 
Archbold, ‘‘ Outlines of Indian Constitutional History,” at 18s. net; 
Bowley, ‘‘ Elements of Statistics,’ at 18s. net; Harris, ‘‘ Local Government 
in Many Lands,” at 15s. net; and Vibart, ‘‘ Family Allowances in Practice,” 
at 10s. 6d. net. These books are well written by men who are authorities 
on their subjects and they should undoubtedly find their place on the shelves 
of most of our Public Libraries. The last-named book, ‘‘ Family Allowances 
in Practice,”” which touches upon industrial upheavals, should, we think, prove 
especially useful in the light of the present state of the coal industry. 
j\' ESSRS. CROSBY LOCKWOOD & SON announce some very fine 
technical publications, all of which are eminently suitable as additions 
to Library stock. 
i" ESSRS. LIPPINCOTT announce :—Tomhave (William Henry) Meats 
and Meat Products, Lippincott’s Farm Manuals, edited by K. C. Davis, 
Ph.D., illus., demy 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 418, 1925, 12s. 6d. net. The preparation 
of this volume is based upon the author’s experiences in teaching of meat 
courses, conducting meat demonstrations, a study of packing-house methods, 
and the meat industry in general.—Lang (Lincoln) Ranching with Roosevelt, 
by a Companion Rancher, illus., demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 368, 1926, 18s. net. 
This book deals with the great president’s early days as a rancher in Dakota. 
The author was for many years companion and neighbour to Roosevelt 
and tells so very thrilling stories of his indomitable pluck and endurance.— 
Hildreth (Samuel C.) and Crowell (James R.) The Spell of the Turf, a Story 
of American Racing, illus., demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 286, 1926, 18s. net. The 
author is manager of one of the greatest racing stables in America, and his 
experiences of over 50 years are here recorded. A very thrilling chapter 
is devoted to the great race between Zev and Papyrus, the Derby winner. 
M ESSRS. MUDIE’S SELECT LIBRARY LTD. are making a speciality 
of sound ex-library copies of important Fiction, History, Biography, 
Travel, Sport, Science, and they ask delegate visitors to look through their 
lists of books in French, German, Spanish and Italian. They also have 
important new remainders, and every librarian knows that Mudie’s bindings 
are noted for the hard wear and tear they stand when in circulation. The 
firm’s sales manager, Mr. Cardwell, will be at Leeds, and we hope also to see 
there the General Manager of the firm, Mr. Alfred Cascoigne. 

‘IR ISAAC PITMAN & SONS LTD. are issuing a large number of 
\” business and technical works. Pitman’s productions are always well 
represented in the modern library stock. It is interesting to note that Mr. 
W. Benson Thorne’s latest book, Honorary Secretaryship, is published by this 
house. 

M ESSRS. B. RILEY & CO. LTD. always take the foremost place at 
the Publishers’ Exhibition, and this year are making a feature of 
Quarter Niger Morocco bindings, Art Buckram bindings, and other styles 
showing the latest improvements. They make a speciality of reinforced new 
books at moderate prices. 
‘| ‘HE R.T.S. have prepared an exceedingly good list of new publications, 
and a glance at these will prove very useful to all who visit the forth- 
coming Exhibition at Leeds. Some very important new editions of books 
on Egyptology are announced and, written as they are by the foremost 
authorities on the subject, should be placed in every library. The section on 
Juvenile Literature from this list is very strong and all ages are catered for. 
In their endeavour to provide clean, healthy and interesting books for boys 
and girls, the R.T.S. have set a very high standard and have undoubtedly 
succeeded in their self-imposed task. The following is a selection of the books 
offered :—Baikie (James) Egyptian Papyri and Papyrus- Hunting, coloured 
illustrations, demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 324, 10s. 6d. net. Budge (Sir E. A. Wallis) 
Babylonian Life and History, second edition, rewritten throughout and 
enlarged, illus., demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xxii., 296, 1926, 10s. 6d. net. Macalister 
(R. A. S.) A Century of Excavation in Palestine, illus., demy 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 336, 1926, 10s. 6d. net. Rose (Isabel Brown) Our Parish in India, Lights 
and Shadows of Missionary Life, illus., cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 192, 1926, 3s. 6d. net. 
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ESSRS. SHANNON LTD. are among the most enterprising of the 
N library and office furniture manufacturers. They are agents for the 
Vernier Shelving, and they produce the useful device known as the Fore and 
Aft Book Support, which many libraries find indispensable. 


HE SHELDON PRESS announce a number of books on Science and 
Nature Study, etc. These books are written by well-known authors 
in a most interesting form. Librarians should send for a complete catalogue 
of their publications. Amongst their juvenile books the following are highly 
recommended :—Smith (D. M. Percy) The Lamb House Plot, illus., cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 160, 1926, 2s. 6d. net. Hayes (Nancy) The Lost Cave, illus., cr. 8vo, 
cloth, 1926, 2s. 6d. net. Davidson (H. B.) The Ardice Fortune, a Story of 
Girl Guides, illus., cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 192, 1926, 3s. net. Channon (E. M.) The 
Surprising Holidays, illus., cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 160, 1926, 2s. 6d. net. Judd 
(Alfred) The Land of the Firestone, a Story of Adventure in the deep Forests 
of America and upon the High Seas, illus., cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 152, 1926, 2s. 6d. 
net. Scarlett (Peter) Bickering with the Dons, a Tale of Bristol Privateers, 
illus., cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 160, 1926, 2s. 6d. net. Tyrrell (Mabel) The Beggar 
Princess, illus., cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 248, 1926, 3s. 6d. net. Librarians may 
obtain an attractive poster showing the wrappers of these books for exhibition 
purposes. 
ESSRS. W. H. SMITH & SON have splendid facilities at their command 
for showing the finest selection of books. The huge machinery of 
this firm is organized in such a way as to allow the different departments 
to work together, and the result proves to the librarians who will visit their 
stand at the forthcoming Library Association Conference Exhibition that 
it pays them well to go there. 
ESSRS. THE S.P.C.K., among a most attractive selection of books, 
N are to be particularly congratulated on the new volume in their Historic 
Monuments of England Series, entitled, Sundials, Incised Dials, or Mass 
Clocks, by Arthur Robert Green, at 10s. 6d. net. This work is a compre- 
hensive study of the time-markers of medieval churches, containing descrip- 
tions, photographs, diagrams and analysis of Dials. Chapters deal with the 
Types of Dials, Saxon Sundials, and later Time-markers, Description of Mass- 
clocks, etc., and the whole forms a most fascinating volume suitable both to 
students and holiday-makers who are interested in the old Antiquaries of 
the countryside. 

A ESSRS. J. STARR & SONS LTD., of Wigan, are one of the most 
i" popular of the northern binding firms who cater for libraries. They 
only provide one quality, that is to say, the best, and at the same time, the 
cheapest, and pride themselves on never turning out any work that is not of 
a tip-top kind. They also supply two popular lines for libraries in their Pamph- 
let Cases and a special style of Magazine Case. 

ESSRS. F. & E. STONEHAM LTD. are very strong in their appeal 
to librarians. They do not feel it necessary to give descriptive details 
of their large and varied exhibit, so comprehensively does it cover the 
ground of the librarian’s needs. Their slogan is ‘“‘ Our service increases your 
issues,” and they invite every delegate to visit their display in the Leeds 
Town Hall. 
M®: STONEHILL, JUNIOR, is publishing for subscribers only a book 
which librarians will find indispensable, namely, ‘“ Anonyma and 
Pseudonyma,” which contains a key to English books from the beginning 
of printing until June of this year. In the compiling of this monumental 
work reference has been made to some five hundred separate bibliographies 
and by an ingenuous method the result is embodied in a very concise form and 
is contained in four volumes. 
ESSRS. WARD LOCK & CO. have a splendid array of Juvenile Litera- 
ture. Their Wonder Book Series is one of the best of its kind, and is 
a delightful addition to any children’s library. They also announce a number 
of useful handbooks dealing with games, sports and hobbies. 
HITAKER & SON are featuring their well-known Cumulative Book 
Index. This in itself forms a very valuable asset to the librarian. 
The subscription is remarkably small for such a valuable aid to modern 
book selection. They are also issuing a weekly list of publications under the 
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title of ‘‘ Booksellers’ Weekly List of Publications,” price 24d. per week, post 
free. They are also clearing the remaining copies of ‘‘ The Reference Catalogue 
(1924) ’’ at 40s. carr. paid U.K. The new edition of this work will not be 
published until 1928. 
ESSRS. THE WOOLSTON BOOK CO. LTD. are having a special 
exhibition at the Hotel Metropole, Leeds, where they will have a 
large selection of volumes of interest to librarians. 

Another feature of this year’s exhibition will be a sample stack of Steel 
Bookshelving that is being shewn for the first time. This shelving is claimed 
to be equal to any other on the market and its price much below anything 
of its kind shewn. Its pleasing appearance and easy adjustment will fill a 
long felt want in the library. No longer need it be said that this form of 
shelving is too expensive. All librarians are asked to view this stack. Mr. 
E. G. H. Carter will be in charge of this shelving at Grafton’s Stand. 

Owing to pressure on space we have been obliged to hold over until the 
October number a further list of the new publications issued by THe R.T-.S. 
and a ‘note on Messrs. DEANE & Son’s exhibit and Messrs. G. M. HAMMER 
& Co., Lrp., the library furnishers. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Tue Epitor, The Library World, London, England. 
SIR, 

I find on page 193 of the May number of your esteemed pub- 
lication a note about public libraries being administered by the 
Education or School Board, and a hope that your deputation to 
our Semicentennial “ will address itself carefully to this question.” 
Why wait so long for an answer to your query? In only a few 
states, not more than three, were the public libraries, as they now 
exist and are conducted, ever subordinated to or run by the School 
Board. I am not now writing of some attempts at public school 
libraries, or township school libraries, made by some of the states, 
that is entirely a separate chapter in library history in these United 
States. An examination this morning of our latest statute books 
shows that only two of our states are thus afflicted at date of writ- 
ing, namely, Indiana and Michigan. If I am wrong I welcome 
corrections, but please make them gentle and mild as possible. 

In both of the states so mentioned the law and execution thereof 
are hardest on the smaller and smallest libraries. Some years ago 
I reorganized a small library in Indiana and found a bad case of 
politics had changed librarians in the midst of applying D.C. and 
making a dictionary card catalogue. The present librarian and 
her assistant did not even know what a card catalogue was by that 
name, but said “‘ there were some cards over there,” and I found 
in the familiar Library Bureau blue boxes a very good card 
catalogue ! ! 

In these two states the larger cities have had special legislation 
passed to give the library boards full control of the libraries, funds 
and staff. As a general thing politics do not much concern them- 
selves with the office of public librarian. State librarians are an 
entirely different proposition. 

Our public Library Boards, appointive or elective, may have 
their internal troubles, and usually do, but as a general thing they 
are pretty much a law unto themselves, under the enabling act 
of course. Because a political upheaval occurs over on the Pacific 
Coast, at Tacoma, Washington, say, it does not follow that all the 
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public librarians this side of Tacoma, some 3,000 miles from the 
Atlantic seaboard, are afflicted with politics, in addition to low 
salaries, poor and overcrowded buildings and other troubles mostly 
of a growing kind. The best and fullest development of our public 
library system is to be found in our great Mississippi valley and 
on the Pacific coast. This does not mean that in our Eastern and 
Central, and in sporadic cases in our Southern States, are not found 
[see libraries and plenty of them. Most of our New England 

tates are well supplied with public libraries. Massachusetts has 
one for all but a few towns, in all some 200 in number. Connecticut 
and Rhode Island are also well supplied. Active forces at our 
State Capitols of Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont are spotting 
those States with libraries as fast as possible. In the South as a 
rule public libraries exist for and by the whites alone. There are 
exceptions, I know, but as a general rule I have well stated it as 
above. The South is passing from an agricultural situation to a 
manufacturing situation in a number of States, and considerable 
library activity is manifest in these manufacturing localities. After 
fifty years of the American Library Association about 50 per cent. 
of our area is still without public libraries, but you see we grew so 
fast they have not had time to catch up. The County Library 
scheme is the only cure in much of this territory. No central 
authority could do this work under our much abused Constitution 
of these United States; it must be left, like hundreds of these 
local matters, to the State or Territory conscience, and as there 
are some 48 of these occupying a space as big as all Western Europe 
from Moscow to Cork and North Cape to Gibraltar it must take 
some time. We have also differences of soil and climate accompany- 
ing such a vast domain. Our temperatures for instance in extremes 
of heat and cold, summer and winter, range from 50 degrees below 
zero to 125 in the shade—and there is no shade!!! We have 
perhaps not quite so many languages and dialects as in Europe, 
but do not think we miss many. In this city of 38 square miles 
and 200,000 inhabitants are spoken some 15 different languages 
by as many different nationalities, and that is not counting in the 
English language as spoken in New England. Some years ago I 
heard one of the Library Commission workers from one of our 
eastern States, itself as big as all England and Wales put together, 
tell of the struggle to unify their State on some general library 
legislation. The varying interests and races in different parts of the 
State had to be convinced by hard labor and much talking of the 
necessity and public utility of the public library, and its work 
among all classes of people. 

To return to the question of the public library and the public 
schools. The library must of necessity follow the public school, 
and in some cases must come considerably after the establishment 
of the public school in point of time. I remember when I was 
attending Columbia College School of Library Economy in 1888-1889 
(then located on 49th Street in the City of New York) of remarking 
to one of the first class, 1888 (I was in second class, 1889) that 
public schools, supported by the city, were less than 50 years old 
in New York City. At that time the New York Free Circulating 
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Library was supported by private subscription, and it was not 
until a few years later that it was taken over by the city, as were 
the great reference libraries, Astor and Lenox. My friend doubted 
my statement, for he came from a Mississippi Valley State, then 
less than 50 years a State, in which public schools had always existed, 
even before it was a State. We were talking in the big reading 
room, 100 by 50 feet and barrel vaulted ceiling, copied from one 
of your college halls. I stepped over to the appropriate shelves 
and produced Martha J. Lamb’s History of the City of New York 
and proved my point. For at least a quarter-of-a-century the 
American Library Association has tried to educate the National 
Edu&ftion Association up to team work of public library and public 
school, and after all these years is meeting with some fair meed of 
success. Locally thousands of public libraries and public schools 
are co-operating splendidly to the mutual benefit of both parties 
concerned. 

Our Library Schools are now giving instruction in and for 
both Normal School librarians and High School librarians. Recent 
numbers of the Library Journal show pictures of some excellent 
High School library rooms and libraries. This is only one of the 
many activities of the A.L.A. 

At our annual meetings we have some 40 associations, com- 
mittees, round table, and sections, meeting, discussing and report- 
ing on their various interests or topics. 

Our public library movement is too vast and varied for any 
one mind to grasp. Dr. Bostwick and Mr. Larned have done 
nobly in their respective books, but, like many other American 
things (American novel for instance), the subject is too big for any 
one tongue, pen or typewriter. 

Hoping this may help you and your readers to somewhat 
of an understanding of the situation. 

Worcester, Mass., U.S.A. Yours, etc., 
July 23rd, 1926. G. E. Wire, M.D., LL.B., B.L.S, 


Tue Eprtor, The Library World. 


Sir, 
LIBRARIES FOR LIBRARIANS. 

The writer of your article on “ Libraries for Librarians” and 
Mr. Luxmore Newcombe, in his letter on the same subject, neglect 
to refer to the Greenwood Library for Librarians. Mr. Greenwood 
left this fine collection to the Manchester Public Libraries on con- 
dition that books from it were lent to librarians in any part of the 
country. I think it was an implied condition that the collection 
should be augmented. The rules for its use were published a few 


years ago. 
At one time I borrowed many books from the Greenwood 


collection and found it to be comprehensive and valuable. 
Yours faithfully, 
Edinburgh Public Libraries. Ernest A. SAvaGE, Librarian. 
July 22nd, 1926. 
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